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SPOTLIGHT
editor: Jirgen Fleck

This time Spotlight’s

contributors were Marco Campioli
(Italy), JR. Coward (England),
Mario Garcia (Argentina), Jan Lerch
(Czech Republic), Alain Pallier
(France) and Michael Roxlau
(Germany).

140.11812, G.Amiryan. At the end
of the line 3..Kb5 MR improves
Black’s play by 12...Rag8, intending
Rd8 and Rdl, when it is not clear
how White wins.

140.11820, A.Kuryatnikov,
E.Markov. According to Spotlight
EG 141 this is unsound. However,
MR thinks that the line 9.cxb4 wins
for White after 17.a3+.

141.11835, G.Sonntag. A dual,
pointed out by JL: 4.Kh3 d6
(4...Qg8 is always answered by a
check on 6th rank, which mates or
wins the queen; 4..d5 5Rc7 d4
6.Kh2 wins) 5.Kh2 Qb2+ (5...d5
6.Rb7 d4 7.Rc7 wins) 6.Kg3 Qh8
7.Kh3 Qc8+ (7...d5 8.Rc7 d4 9.Kh2
wins) 8.Kh2 Qh8 9.Bc2 d5 10.Re7
d4 11.Bd3, and finally - 11..QgS8
12.Rc6+ wins.

141.11839, S.Zakharov. A
misprint: the first move by Black
should read 1..Kh2. According to
AP, the 2™ move, which is praised
in the notes, is not original, e.g.
V.Kalandadze, Akhalgazrda
komunisti 1958, 2" Special Prize,
d8el 0140.02 a7ala6.f3g3 3/4=,
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1.Rg7 2 2.Sc2+ Kd2 3.Se3! Kxe3
4. Rxg3+ etc.

141.11846, A.Jarik (shouldn’t this
read Jasik?). A dual: 2.Sxc3 Kxc3
(2..Bc6  3.Rb3!) 3Rb5 Bf7

(3...Bxb5 stalemate) 4.RcS5+ Kd3 -

5.Rd5+ Bxd5 stalemate.
Furthermore, there seems to be no
win for Black after 1.RbS5.
141.11855, H.Klug. Anticipated by
N.Grigoriev, K novoi armii 1920,
d2f3 0000.21 b4d3b5 3/2+, 1.Kc2
Kf4 2. Kb2 Kf3 3.Kb3 Kf4 4.Kc2
Ke5 5.Kdl1 etc., which has an extra
triangulation at the beginning.
141.11858, F.Vrabec. A difficult,
deep study, that remains
incomprehensible without notes.
Consequently it caused a lot of
confusion among Spotlight’s
contributors. However, one single
variation is enough to understand
what is going on.

Black’s 3..Bg4 looks a little co-
operative, as the dry reply 4.Bg2
nails it down and leaves Black with
no defence against Ke5-f6-g5 and

- Be4. So why did Black play like

that? Well, 3...Bg4 is the only move
to defuse the threat that White has
set up: 4.Be6? Kb7 5.Bxf5 Be2
6.Be6 Kxb6 (6..Bd3? 7.Kd4 and
8KcS5) 7.f5 Kc7 8.f6 Kd8 9.Bf7
(Now White intends to bring his
king up to g7, when thanks to his
control of the key squares 7 and g6
he can wrest both the a2-g8 and e8-
h5 diagonals from Black and finally
promote his pawn. Black can
counter this plan only by marching
his own king over to g5!) Kd7
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10.Kf5 Kd6 11.Kg6 KeS 12.Bb3
(12Kg7 Kf4) BhS+ 13.Kg7 Kf4
(not 13..Kf5? 14.Bf7) 14.Bc2
(14.Bf7 Bdl) Kg5 with a draw. The
move 12...Bh5+ explains why Black
had to play 3...Bg4.

141.11859, E.Iriarte. 14.Kd2 looks
like a misprint, as 14..Kb2 draws
(the c-pawn advances with check).
Correct is 14.Ke2 Ka2 (14..c5
15.Kd3 Kb2 and now not 16.h4?
Kb3 but 16.Kc4 Kxa3 17.Kc3 wins)
15.h4 ¢5 16.h5 c4 17.h6 c3 18.Kd3
Kb3 19.h7 c2 20.Kd2 Kb2 21.h8Q+
(check!) and wins.

141.11866, Y,Bazlov, A.Skripnik,
V.Kovalenko. No  solution:
5...Qd8+ 6.Kh3 Qh8 wins for Black.
141.11868,7 V.Ryabtsev.  The
solution should end with 9.Se7, as
the following play is not unique any
more. Perhaps the try 7.Kf6? Kb6
8.c8Q Rxc8 9.Sxc8+ Kc7 10.Se7
(contrary to the solution this is not
threatening Sd5) Kd8 draw is worth
a mention. :

141.11879, S.Varov,
S.Chudemyan. This looks unsound:
5..Qf4 6.Bc5 (6.Qxf4 Sxf4 7.Bed
(bl) Sge2 8.Kxh7 Sc3 wins the
bishop) 6..Kc7, and I don’t see a
move for White, e.g. 7.Qxf4+ Sxf4
8Be4 Sge2 9.Kxh7 Sc3 10.Be3
Sxg2 and wins. Furthermore the
finale is anticipated by V.Berg, EG
109.8881.

141.11880, N.Rezvov,
S.N.Tkatchenko. A dual: 7.Kxc5
Be7+ 8Kb6 Bd8+ 9.Ka6 Sd6
10.Qb3 Bb7+ 11.Qxb7+ Sxb7
12.Ba7 and wins.

141.11884, G.Amiryan. This does
not compare favourably with
81.5672 by V.Kozyrev, Shakhmaty
v SSSR 1982, Special Prize, which
shows the same theme in perfection
(maximal ecenomy, 2 excelsior
runs): f6h2 0300.20 h8.c2g2 3/2=,
1.g4 Kg3 2.g5 Rf8+ 3.Ke6 and now
3..Kg4 4.g6 etc., or 3..Rg8 4.c4
Rxg5 5.Kd6 Rg6+ 6.Kd5 etc.
141.11885, M.Pastalaka. A dual:
3.Bd5 Bd3 (3..Rf1? 4.Sh3 ¢g1Q
5.8xgl Rxgl 6.h6+ Kf8 7.h7 even
wins) 4.h6+ Kf8 5.Sh3 draws, too.
White intends to bring his king back
and capture the pawn g2. On the
other hand it is difficult for Black to
make progress, as 5..Bg6 fails
tactically: 6.Bxg2 Rxg2 7.Sg5 Rh2
(7..Rf2 8.h7 draw) 8.Kf6 draw.
141.11888, A.Varitsky. This is after

‘J.Moravec ("28. rijen" 1927), of

course. However, apart from the
flashy 2.Sf7 there are two good
tries: 2.Be4? Ba2 3.Bbl Bd5 4.Bf5
b3 5.Kbl b2 6.Kc2 Ka2 7.Kc3 a3
8Kb4 blQ+ 9.Bxbl+ Kb2 (both
minor -pieces are dominated!)
10.Ka4 Bed4 11.Bxed a2 wins and
2.Se6? b3 3.BfS b2+ 4.Kbl Bf7
5Kc2 Ka2 6Kc3 Bxe6 7.Bxe6+
Kal 8.Bf5 a3 wins.

141.11889, Sh.Chobanyan. A dual:
8.Qg2+ is a much simpler draw.
141.11892, E.Kuryatnikov,
E.Markov. Useful to compare with
P.Benkd, Chess Life iii1992,

h5bl 0007.02 a7a2b2.c7h7 2/5=,
1.Sb5 ¢5 2.Sd6 (now Black even has
a free move, but cannot benefit from
this: 2...Sc3 3.Kh6 draw; or 2...Sb4




3.Se4 draw) Kal '3.Se4 c4 4.Sd6 c3
5.8b5 ¢2 6.Sd4 cl1S 7.Sc2+ Kbl
8.S5a3+ draw. .
141.11893, V.Kondratev. At
several points of the solution Black
has a long-winding and difficult
database win: 6..Kcl; 3..Kc3
4.Sxb5+ Kb3; or 3..Kdl 4.Sxb5
Kel.

141.11895, J.Fleck. Another
difficult study with no notes, a
misprinted solution, and one of
Spotlight’s editor’s best works on
top of it. So here is the correct
solution with some brief notes:
1.Kfl/i Sg2 2.Bb7/ii Sg3+ (Shf4;
Bf3) 3.Kf2 Sed+ 4Kf3 Sc3iii
5.XKg3 Se2+ 6.Kh3 Sgl+ 7.Kg4 Se2
8.Bf3 Sd4(gl) 9.Bed/iv Se2 10.Kh3
Sgl+ 11.Kg3 Se2+ 12.Kf2 Sefd

13.Kfl and wins, as 13..Kh2

14.Bxg2 is NOT stalemate.

i) 1.Kf2? Sg2 2.Bb7 Shf4 leads to a
positional draw based on pin-
stalemates: 3.Kfl (3.Bxf4?
stalemate, 3.Be4? Kh2; 4.Bxg2
stalemate) Sd5 4.Ba7 (4.Bxd5
stalemate) Sgf4 5.Bgl Sg2 6.Bxd5
stalemate. In the course of the
solution White will revert to this
line, but only after he has played his
bishop over the critical square d5 to
e4, when Black’s 3..Sd5 is not
effective any more.

if) 2.Be5? Shf4 3.Bb7 Sd5 is the
draw from note i).

iii) 4...Sc5 5.Bc6 Kgl 6.Ba7 Sel+
7.Kg3 Sed3 8.Bg2 Sf2 9.Bb6 Sfd3
10.Bh3 Khl 11.Bf5 is an important
sideline.

iv) Mission complete, the bishop

~ has crossed d5. Now the king can

safely return to f1.

141.11898, J.Fleck. A black pawn
a5 is missing in the diagram. The
study itself is not an original
composition, but a correction of
A.Herbstmann, Shakhmaty v SSSR
1952, 1 HM, which I cooked some
years ago.

141.11903, Gh.Umnov. Anticipated
by A.Kakovin, Shakhmaty v SSSR
1960, 4th Prize, a4f3 0130.12
g5dl.a2b3d2 3/4=, 1XKa3 bxa2
2.Kb2 alQ+ 3.Kxal Bb3 4.Rgl etc.
The idea even dates back to J.Fritz,
Ceskoslovensko Republika 1931.
141.11904, N.Kralin. A diagram
misprint: the knight hl belongs on
h2.

141.11907, Yu.Bazlov. AP wonders
(and so do I) what exactly this adds
to the many studies with three
knights vs. one.

141.11911, V.Kalyagin,
B.Olympiev. No solution: 5..Kf6
draws, e.g. 6.Be5+ Kg5 7.Bxb2, and
the draw is confirmed by
Thompon’s 6-man-database.
141.11916, V.Tupik. A dual: 8.Bf6
Kcl 9.Bxc3 wins (9...b1Q 10.Rh38).
S1 p.388, Al.Kuznetsov,
B.Sidorov. A dual: 2.Rxc4 Ka2
3.Ra4+ Kbl 4.Kc7 c5 5Kd6 c4
6.Rxc4 Ka2 7.Rad4+ Kbl 8.Bd3 g5
9.Bxe2 wins.

S7 p.390, B.Sidorov. A dual:
10.Qxg5 hxg5 11.Kxg5 QeS5+
12.Kh6 wins.

S8 p.390, B.Sidorov. This is
135.11487. White even wins after
3.Ke6 Kxe8 4.Be7 and mate next
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move, as reported in Spoﬂight EG
136.

World  Congress of  Chess
Composition (WCCCQ),
Wageningen (The Netherlands)
28vii-4viii2001

The overriding impression of the
week is of meticulous check-list
planning and smooth organisation
by our Dutch problem hosts, the
70th anniversary of whose parent
body it was. The venue was the
Wageningen international
conference -centre (WICC), a
relaxed, open facility for meeting

" people, whether resident or non-

resident. Almost 200 persons came
and went. Accommodation, thank
goodness without television, was
more than adequate and the food
admirable. The computer room had
four or five PCs, probably the right
number. Although there was no
complaints book - but it would have
been empty anyway - there was a
'letter box' for comments and entries
for quick composing tourneys.

The 44th FIDE PCCC session was
well attended by 28 countries - 26
delegates with voting rights were
present. Work, conducted largely
behind the scenes in up to 11 sub-
committees, was productive.

Decisions made affecting studies:

1. Virgil Nestorescu (Romania) was
awarded the Grandmaster (one
delegate referred several times to
'grandmother") title.

2. Quick composing tourney awards
will in future not be allowed in
support of applications for the title
of FIDE judge.

3. Each section in the 7 WCCT will
be judged for the first time by a
‘panel' of 5 qualified countries. For
studies the countries are: Belgium,
Georgia, Israel, Romania, Russia. If
a judging country fails to reply by a
limit date the event will proceed
without them. The organising
country is Makedonia.

4. The FIDE Album 1998-2000
announcement is delayed.

5. The term 'chess composition' was
preferred to 'compositional chess'.

6. The 1992-94 FIDE Album was
announced as  available  for
distribution or purchase at the
meeting. See mini-review.

7. The closing date for entries for
the WCCI, an individual world
championship for each of eight
genres, the closing date for entries is
31x2001.

7.1 For studies: no more than six
published during 1998-2000 to be
sent in. 5 copies to the director:
Marko Klasinc, Nusdorferjeva 5, SI-
1000 LJUBLJANA, Slovenia. Joint
compositions do not qualify, and
entries may not be submitted by a
third party. Algebraic notation and
full publication (source) details are
obligatory. The judges: A.Selivanov
(Russia), I.Akobia  (Georgia),
L.Ugren (Slovenia).

7.2 The sum of a composer's best
four placings by the judges
determine his points, and the




composer with the best total is
awarded the genre title.

8. The  Qualifications  Sub-
committee produced a form for
applicants for the judge's title to
complete. It had not been done
before!

9. If a composition included in a
FIDE Album is subsequently shown
to be incorrect, a decision has to be
taken about the counting of points
towards FIDE titles. The question of
precisely when qualification points
are final was, it was agreed, a matter
of principle to be decided by the
Qualifications sub-committee.

10. The new FIDE Album (1992-94)
is too cumbersome. Suggestions for
omitting  repetitive data  were
considered - informally.

11. All is ready for the 2002 FIDE
PCCC in Portoroz (Slovenia), but
the prospects for  Truskavets
(Ukraine) in 2003 remain unclear,
despite the favourable reception of a
transport recommendation to get to
the Carpathian resort by a custom
(comfortable!) coach from Warsaw.

12. No fewer that 19 FM
composition titles were awarded.
Among them: Pavel Arestov
(Russia), Amatzia Avni (Israel),
Vladimir Kos (Czech Republic) and
Sergei Zakharov (Russia). - (The
contents of the congress bulletin
distributed at the closing banquet do
not include decisions of the PCCC,
so no official list is yet to hand.)

13. The judge's title (studies) was
awarded to Harold van der Heijden.

14, The solving GM title was
awarded to Noam Elkies and the
solving master title to David
Gurgenidze.

Peripheral matters - 'central' to many
participants. '

The = traditional Open Solving
preceded the 6-round WCSC team
event (won by Israel), followed by
the always spectacular Solving
Show elimination contest, won this
time by Crisan of Romania. There
were numerous quick composing

events, mostly with alcoholic
‘rewards. These were  wisely
presented at. an  afternoon

speechifying session, eliminating
prolonged and eventually tedious
and embarrassing interruptions at
the concluding banquet.

II:. Informal minutes of Studies
Sub-Committee

No country responded to chairman
AJR's invitation to propose items for
discussion  within  the  sub-
committee, so the sole item of
business was the selection of a
studies theme for the 7.WCCT. This
was at the request of the latter's sub-
committee (chairman,- Uri Avner,
Israel), which - had no studies
specialist among its members.

The 'study of the year' for the FIDE
Album years 1995, 1996 and 1997
will be chosen (via e-mail contacts)
when the selection judges have
finished their work on the 640
entries. In this way it is hoped to
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avoid selecting unsound worlk this
time! The selections will be
'published” on the  web-site
maintained by Hannu Harkola.

III: SNIPPETS

1. The selection of the 640
published studies entered for the
1995-97 FIDE Album tourney was
boosted when the list of points
awarded by the third and last judge
was passed to the section director
(AJR) by hand. Quick progress - see
elsewhere - is now a real prospect.

2. The ARVES-cum-Euwe-Centre
evening was a great success.
Yochanan Afek, Harm Benak and
Harold van der Heijden all delivered
lectures on, respectively, a pet
theme, studies/moremovers, and
Valladao (the problem idea in which
én passant, promotion and castling
must all appear). The remarkable
definitive results of the Euwe
Centennial tourney were presented
by Hans Bouwmeester and
distributed (the single double-sided
sheet has the 15 diagrams, all the

solutions, the names of all
participants, and a report). We
understand the full award is

scheduled for imminent publication
in New in Chess. Certificates
showing his own prize-winning
position as a perspective image were
presented to each winner who was
present, in particular Henk Enserink
and Marcin Banaszek. An ARVES
fact-sheet and free copies of EG/34,
the issue with the complete award in
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the unique USSR vs Rest-of-the-
World match, were freely available.
3. Harold van der Heijden drove
AJR to his Deventer home one
evening. AJR is still recovering
from the shock of experiencing - not
the drive, for driving excellence
must be added to the long list of
Harold's qualifications, but Harold's

bravura  performance at  the
computer.
4. A private visit to ARVES

president Jurgen Stigter's home (and

its not-quite-out-of-control
collection of books and magazines)
was worked into the group

excursion to Amsterdam, which
included a canal trip.

5. bernd ellinghoven informed AJR
that three FIDE ALBUM  studies
have been demolished. Details tba.
[That's 'to be advised'.]

6. The informal but prestigious
"Finlandia Vodka" award (from
Finland, conducted by Hannu
Harkola) is always made to a person
who has made a major contribution
to the composition scene but who
has had no other recognition. It went
for the first time to a studies
personality: Harold van der Heijden,
primarily, but not exclusively, for
having compiled his unique, and
still growing, database of 50,000
studies marketed by ChessBase.

7. By agreement between David
Gurgenidze and AJR the award in a
just-arinounced Georgian tourney
(not the first) in memory of the late
Gia Nadareishvili will be published
more or less simultaneously (e-mail







