Phénix 2024 — studies — preliminary award

| would like to express my thanks to study columnist Daniel Capron for the
opportunity to judge the French annual tourney in Phénix.

In 2024 a total of 20 studies have been published by 21 authors from 14 countries.
The level was good, so | awarded nearly half of the competing studies. | also
checked all the studies for soundness and originality and found no problems in this
regard.

| thank everyone for the pleasant moments spent in the evaluation process and
congratulate the authors of the awarded studies.

Steffen Nielsen
Phénix 2024, 1st prize
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1.b5! [Logical try 1.Bf3? Kf2 2.Bxe2 Bd7+ 3.Bg4 5 4.Be2 f4+ 5.Bg4 f5 6.Bf3 Bb5 7.Bg2
Be2 8.Rh4 f3 9.Rf4 gxf4 10.b7 fxg2 11.b8Q Bg4+ 12.Kh4 f3 13.Qb6+ Kf1—+] 1...Bxb5
[1...Kf2?? 2.Re8] 2.Bf3 [2.Kg3? Kd2 3.Rd8+ Ke3—+] 2...Kf2 3.Bxe2 Bd7+ 4.Bg4 5
5.Be2! [5.Bf3? Kxf3 6.Rd8 Bb5 7.Rd1 f4 8.b7 Bc4 9.Re1 Bd3—+] 5...f4+ [5...Bc6 6.Bf1
Bf3 7.Rh4=] 6.Bg4 5 7.Bf3! [7.Be2? Bc6 8.Bf1 Kxf1—+] 7...Bb5 8.Bg2 Be2 9.Rh4 {3
[9...g4+ 10.Rxg4 fxg4+ 11.Kh4 Kxg2 12.b7=] 10.Rf4 [10.b7? fxg2 11.Rf4+!? (11.b8Q
g1N#) 11...Bf3! (11...gxf4 12.b8Q Bg4+ 13.Kh4 f3 14.Qb6+=) 12.Rxf3+ Kxf3 13.b8Q
g1N#] 10...gxf4 11.b7 fxg2 12.b8Q Bg4+ [12...g1Q 13.Qxf4+= (13.Qb6+=) ] 13.Kh4
f3! [13...91Q 14.Qxf4+=] 14.Qb6+! Kf1 15.Qb1+ perpetual check. Strong black
counterplay and fantastic length of forecasting at first move. The b4-pawn is no more
in the way! | also like the precise 5th and 7th moves of the white bishop.



Michael Pasman
Phénix 2024, 2nd priZe
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1.Rh8! [1.Bg7+? Kb1 2.Rh8 Rxh8 3.Rxh8 Rg1—+] 1...b4+! [1...Rg1 2.Rbf8! Kb1 3.Rxf2
h2 4.Rxh2 Rxh2 5.Be3! Rxh8 6.Bxg1= pos. draw; 1...Ka2 or Rb1 2.Be3! Rxh8 3.Rxh8=;
1...h2 2.Bg7+ Kb1 3.Rxh5=; 1...Rf5 2.Bg7+ Kb1 3.Rxh3 Re1 4.Rb3+ Ka2 5.Rb2+=]
2.Ka4! [2.Kxb4 Rb1+—+] 2...Rg1 [2...Ka2 3.Be3 Rxh8 4.Rxh8 Rh1 5.Bxf2 b3 6.Bd4! b2
7.Bxb2 Kxb2 8.Kb4 Kc2 9.Kc4=] 3.Rbf8 b3 [3...h2 4.Bg7+=] 4.Kxb3! [4.Bg7+? Rxg7
5.Rxh5 b2—+] 4...Rb5+ 5.Kc2! [5.Kc3? Rg3+ 6.Kc4 Rb8!—+] 5...Rb2+ [5...Rc5+ 6.Kd2
f1Q (6...h2? 7.Ra8++-) 7.Rxf1+ Rxf1 8.Bg7+ Kb1 9.Rxh3=] 6.Kd3 Rb8 [6...f1Q+
7.Rxf1+ Rxf1 8.Bg7=; 6...h2 7.Bg7! Rg3+ 8.Kc4 Rxg7 9.Rxh2=] 7.Kc2! Rb2+ 8.Kd3
Rb8 [8...f1Q+ 9.Rxf1+ Rxf1 10.Bg7=] 9.Kc2 Rg2! Two black rooks in two horizontal
attacks. 10.Bg7+! [10.Bd2? Rb2+! 11.Kc3 Rg3+ 12.Kc4 Rxd2—+; Not immediate
10.Kc3? Rg3+! 11.Kd4 (11.Kc2 Rb2+—+) 11...Rxf8 12.Rxf8 h2—+] 10...Ka2 [10...Rxg7?
11.Rxb8! Rc7+ 12.Kd2 f1Q 13.Ra8+ Kb2 14.Rhb8++-] 11.Kc3! Rxf8 [11...Rg3+ 12.Kc4
Rxf8 13.Rxf8 black has not 13...h2 because of 14.Rxf2+= with check; additional line
11...Rc8+ 12.Rxc8 Rg3+ 13.Kd2! f1Q 14.Rc2+ Kb3 15.Rb8+ Ka4 16.Ra8+ Kb5
17.Rb8+] 12.Rxf8 h2 Seems that black succeeded in his aim, but... 13.Be5! h1Q
[13...Kb1 14.Bxh2=] 14.Ra8+ Kb1 15.Rb8+ Kc1 16.Bf4+ Kd1 17.Rb1+ Ke2 18.Rxh1
Rg1 19.Rh2 draw. Study with unexpectedly rich content. White combines the fight
against advancing pawns with the threat of checkmate. But when one pawn
nevertheless promotes into a queen, white has one more wonderful manoeuvre in his
arsenal to capture it.



David Gurgenidze
Phénix 2024, 1st hon. men.
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1.Nh2+ [1.Nxd2? Re1+ 2.Kf2 Rxd5= draw with 3.Kxe1 (preceded or not by d8Q). But
above all, no attempt to win by 3.b7? Rde5 4.Nf1 R5e2+ 5.Kg1 Kf3 6.b8Q Rg2+ 7.Kh1
Rxf1#] 1...Kh3 2.Be6+ Rxe6 [2...Kxg3 3.Nf1+ Kf4 4.d8Q+-] 3.d8Q d1Q+! 4.Qxd1 Rc1!
5.Qxc1 Re1+! 6.Nf1! [6.Qxe1? stalemate] 6...Rxc1 7.b7 and now 7...Rc2! 8.b8R!
[8.b8Q7 Rg2+ 9.Kh1 Rh2+ 10.Kg1 Rg2+ 11.Kh1 Rh2+ 12.Nxh2 stalemate] 8...Rg2+
9.Kh1 and wins. Very nice study with a clear solution. Black's sacrificial play on the
stalemate is nicely refuted by white with a minor promotion.

V. Zamanov, V. Tarasyuk
Phénix 2024, 2nd hon. men.
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1.Bc2! [1.Nf4? Qh2+ 2.Kb3 Kd6—+] 1...Ke8! [1...Kd6 2.c7 Bxc7 3.Nd4 Ke5 4.g7 Qxh7
5.f6 Qg8+ 6.Bb3=] 2.Nf4! [2.Ba4? Kf8 3.Nf4 Qh2+ 4.Kb3 Qg3+ 5.Kc2 Qf2+ 6.Kb3 Bf6—
+] 2...Qc3 3.h8Q+! Qxh8 4.c7! [4.97? Qxg7 5.c7 Qd7 6.cxd8Q+ Kxd8—+ With this
material, to draw, the white king should be able to take refuge in a corner square of the
same colour than his bishop. Alas, a1 is not the colour of the white bishop.] 4...Bxc7
5.97! Qh7! [5...Qxg7 6.Bad+ Kf7 7.Bb3+ Ke7 8.f6+! Qxf6 (8...Kxf6 9.Nh5+=) 9.Nd5+=]



6.Bad+ Kif7 [6..Ke7 7.f6+! Kxf6 8.Nh5+ Kg5 9.Bb3=] 7.Nh5! Qxh5 8.Be8+! Kxe8
9.98Q+ draw. White uses the sacrifices to set up a trap that the black queen manages
to avoid. However, White has the last saving sacrifice at his disposal.

Eduard Eilazyan
Phénix 2024, 3rd hon. men.
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1.Bd6! In the solution, the black king is first attracted to b4, which will move it away
from the c7 square and allow promotion to white queen with check. [To understand the
solution, we must first consider the try 1.Be7?, which encounters two refutations on the
6th move. The solution consists in avoiding these two refutations. 1.Be7?! Rxd8
2.Bxd8+ Rxd8 3.Bxe6 Nf6+ 4.Kg6 Nd5 5.Kg7 Nc7 6.d5 First obstacle: In this first
refutation, the promoted white queen is immediately lost. 6...Bxd5 (Second obstacle:
In this refutation, the black king reaches the c7 square just in time (in two moves).
6...Ne8+ 7.Kf8 Nd6+ 8.Ke7 Nxf7 9.Bxf7 Ra8! (9...Rb8? 10.d6! Kb6 11.Be8! Bh3 12.d7
Kc7 13.b4 Rd8 14.b5 Bxd7 15.b6+ Kc8 16.b7+ Kc7 17.b8Q+ Rxb8 18.Bxd7=) 10.d6
(10.b4+ Kb6!) 10...Kb6 11.d7 (11.Be8 Ra1 12.d7 Re1+ 13.Kd6 Rd1+ 14.Ke7 Kc7—+)
11...Kc7—+) 7.Bxd5 Rxd5 8.Kf6 Rd6+ 9.Ke7 Re6+ 10.Kd7 Rf6 11.Ke7 Nd5+ 12.Ke8
Re6+ 13.Kd8 Ra6 14.f8Q Ra8+—+; 1.Bb4+? Kxb4 2.f8Q+ Kxb3 3.Qa3+ Kc2 4.Kg6
(4.Nf7 Be4+ 5.Kg7 Rg8#) 4...Rxd8—+] 1...Rxd8 [1...Nf6+ 2.Kg6 Nd7 3.Bxb8 Rxb8 4.d5
Bxd5 5.Bxd5 Rxd8 6.Bxe6 Nf8+ 7.Kf6=] 2.Bc7+ Kb4 The goal of the preliminary plan
has been achieved, now comes the main plan. [2...Kb5 3.Bxd8! Rxd8 4.Bxe6 Nf6+
5.Kg6 Nd5 6.Kg7 Nf4 7.Bg4!=; 2...Ka6 3.Bxd8 Rxd8 4.Bxe6 Nf6+ 5.Kg6 Nd5 6.Kg7
Nc7 7.Bc4+ Kb7 8.f8Q=] 3.Bxd8 [try 3.Bxe6? Rh8+ 4.Kg7 Ra8 5.Bd6+ Kb5! 6.Bxg4
Bd5! 7.Bf5 Kc4! 8.Bc5 Kb3! 9.Ba3 Rh5 10.Bg6 Rg5—+ 11.Be7 Rg3 12.Kf6 Ra6+ 13.Ke5
Bxf7 14.Bxf7+ Kxb2—+] 3...Rxd8 4.Bxe6 Nf6+ 5.Kg6! Nd5 6.Kg7 Nc7 [6...Nf4 7.Bg4!]
7.d5 Overcoming the second obstacle: 7...Ne8+ [Overcoming the first obstacle:
7...Bxd5 8.Bxd5 Rxd5 9.f8Q+= Due to the displacement on the b4 square, the black
king was in check!] 8.Kf8 Nd6+ 9.Ke7 Nxf7 10.Bxf7 Ra8 11.d6 Due to the
displacement on square b4, the black king cannot stop the d-pawn. 11...Bh3 12.d7
Ra7 13.Be6 draw. At the beginning, white must examine the position and find that
Black has two fairly long plans to win. Then he must find the right saving first move to
force the black king to go a toxic square b4.



P. Arestov, D. Keith
Phénix 2024, 4th hon. men.
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1.Rc5+ Kb4 [1...Ka4 2.Bxc6+ Ka3 3.Ra5+ Kb3 4.Rb5+ Kc2 5.Bd7! b1Q (5...Nd1 6.Bf5+
Black has no counterplay and white activates his king. 6...Kc1 7.Rb3!/+-) 6.Bf5++-
Diagonal gain of the queen] 2.Rxc6 Ka3 [2...b1Q 3.Rb6+ Vertical gain of the queen]
3.Rb6 [3.Ra6+7? Kb3 4.Bd5+ (4.Rb6+ Kc2) 4...Kc2 5.Rc6+ Kd2 6.Ba2 Nd1 7.Bb1 Nc3=]
3...Ng4+! [3...Nd1 4.Be4 Nc3 5.Bc2!+- preventing Ka2] 4.Kh1! to the corner [log. try
4.Kg1? Nf6! 5.Bc6 Ka2 6.Ra6+ Kb1 7.Bb5 Nd5! 8.Bd3+ Kc1 9.Rc6+ (6.Rg6 and Rg1
is impossible) 9...Kd2 10.Bh7 Nc3 11.Rb6 Kc1; log. try 4.Kh3? Nf6! 5.Bc6 Ka2 6.Ra6+
Kb1 7.Bb5 Nd5 8.Bd3+ Kc1 9.Rg6 Nf4+=] 4...Nf6 5.Bc6! Ka2 6.Ra6+ Kb1 [6...Kb3
7.Bad+ Kc3 8.Rc6++- E.G. 8...Kd4 9.Bc2 Nd5 10.Rc8 Nc3 11.Rb8] 7.Bb5! Nd5 8.Bd3+
Kc1 9.Rg6! b1Q [9...Nc3 Black has no counterplay and white activates his king.
10.Rg1+ Nd1 (10...Kd2 11.Bh7 Ke3 12.Kg2+-) 11.Bh7 Kd2 12.Kg2+-] 10.Rg1+ and
wins - horizontal gain of the queen. Material advance in the fight against the advancing
pawn in miniature. The authors managed to check the new queen in all possible ways
- diagonally, vertically and finally horizontally.



Michael Pasman
Phénix 2024, 5th hon. men.
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1.Ne4! [1.c8Q7 Qb2+ 2.Kc6 Qf6+ 3.Bd6 Qxd6+=; 1.c8N+? Kb8=] 1...Qb2+ [1...fxe4
2.c8Q+-] 2.Kc6 Qxg2! [2...fxe4 3.c8Q+-] 3.Bd6! [3.c8Q7 Qxed+ 4.Kc7 Qc6+ 5.Kd8
Qe8+=] 3...Qxed+ [3...fxe4 4.c8Q+-] 4.Kd7 Qd5 [4...Qad+ 5.c6+-] 5.c8N+! - phoenix
[5.c8Q7 Qe6+ 6.Kc7 Qxd6+!=] 5...Kab6 6.c6 [6.Ne7? Qb7+!=] 6...Qd3 [6...Qb5 7.Ne7+-
]7.Ne7! [7.c7? Qb5+ 8.Ke7 Qb7 9.Kd8 Qd5 10.Ke7 Qb7 11.Kd7 Qb5+=] 7...Qxh3 8.c7
and wins. Not only because of the stalemate threats, first white must consolidate his
position and the opponent's queen will no longer be able to handle it.

Oleg Pervakov
Phénix 2024, 1st comm.
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1.Rb8! [try 1.Rd87 Kb5 2.Rxd3 Kc4 3.Re3 Kd5! 4.Kb2 e5=; 1.Rc6+? Kb5 2.Rxe6 Kc4=]
1...d2! [1...Ka5 2.Kb2 e5 3.Re8 Kb5 4.Rxe5+ Kc4 5.Re4+ Kcb 6.Rh4! (6.Rg4!; 6.Rf4?)
6...a3+ 7.Kb3 d2 8.Rh1 Kd4 9.Kxb4 Kd3 10.Kb3+-] 2.Rd8 Kb5 3.Rxd2 Kc4 4.Re2!
[4.Ra27? e5! 5.Rxa4 Kc3! 6.Kb1 e4=] 4...Kd5 5.Ra2!! [5.Rb2 Kc4 6.Re2 Kd5 ...; 5.Kb2?
e5= position in the try 1.Rd87] 5...e5 [5...a3 6.Rd2+! Kc4 7.Re2! Kd5 8.Ka2+-] 6.Rxa4
Kc4 7.Ka2! [7.Kb2? e4! zz 8.Kc2 e3 zz 9.Ra1 b3+=; 7.Kb1? Kc3! 8.Ra8 e4 9.Rc8+



Kd3! 10.Kb2 e3 11.Rd8+ Kc4! 12.Re8 Kd3=] 7...e4 [7...Kc3 8.Ra8 b3+ 9.Ka3!+-] 8.Kb2
zz 8...Kd3 [8...e3 9.Kc2+- zz] 9.Rxb4 €3 10.Kc1! e2 11.Rb3+ Kc4 [11...Kd4 12.Kd2+-
] 12.Re3 and wins. Surprising first and excellent 5th moves. Miniature with double
mutual zugzwang.

Ivan Maly
Phénix 2024, 2nd comm.
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1.7 [1.b6+? Nxb6+ 2.Nxb6 Bxb6 3.f7? (3.Reb Bf1! 4.Re7+ Kc8 5.Re8+ Kc7=) 3...Bxad
4.f8Q Bd5+ 5.Ka7 Bb6+ 6.Ka6 Bc4#] 1...Bh6 2.b6+ Nxb6+ 3.Nxb6 Kxb6 4.Re5 Bd3
5.Kb8! [the very nice refutation of the try Re8? must absolutely be seen 5.Re87 Bf8!!
6.Rb8+ (6.Rxf8 Be4+! 7.Kb8 Bxg6 8.Kc8 Kcb6 9.Kd8 Kd6 10.Ke8 Ke6=) 6...Ka6! 7.Rxf8
Bxg6 8.Kb8 Kb6 9.Kc8 Kc6 10.Kd8 (710.Kb8 Kb6!=) 10...Kd6 11.Ke8 Keb6=] 5...Kc6
6.Re3! [6.Re1? Bf8=; 6.Re8? Kd7!=] 6...Bb1 [6...Bf5 7.Rf3+-] 7.Re1! [7.Kc87? would be
premature with the Re3, but... 7...Bf5+ 8.Kd8 Bxe3! 9.f8Q Bg5+=] 7...Bf5 [7...Bd3?
would allow 8.Rc1+ or the most thematic 8.Kc8 Bf5+ 9.Kd8 Kd6 10.Ra1! and the white
king comes to help its pawns] 8.Rf1 Bxg6 9.Rf6+ Kd7 10.Rxg6 and wins - the rook
will defend its pawn from behind, giving to black no hope of capturing it. So white plays
Rf6 then Rf5 and then white king will go to g6 by passing behind the rook. Point of
study is try 5.Re87? and right 5th move.

May 2025 Lubos Kekely, international judge of FIDE



