JurYrRAPPORT / AWARD EINDSPELSTUDIES PROBLEEMBLAD

2023-2024

Jury / Judge: Gady Costeff

A rotal of 42 studies took part in the tourney, from which I selected 12 for the award.
I thank the composers for their enjoyable studies and Marcel van Herck for directing the tourney.
Note: "HHDB..." refers to the Harold van der Heijden endgame study database.

Jan Rusinek
le - 2e Prijs ex aequo

Jacob Dreelinck
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1st - 2nd Prize ex aequo: E560 (version) Jan Rusinek

1.d3 Ee2 2.e4 dxed+ 3.%xed!! [Logical try: 3.dxe4 fxed+ 4.¥xed Ef2+ 5.0e3 Ee2+ 6.2d4
Sg7+ 7.Me5 (7.8066 SuxfE+ 8.8e5 Sxe5+ 9.fxe5 {5 10.exf6 Ee8 11.£7 Ba8 12.Re5 b4) 7... £5
the same position as in the solution, but with the Queen on e5: 8. ¥xg7 Bed# ] 3... fxed+ 4.dxed
Ef2+ (4. &8 5.g4 15 6.exf5 hd 7.c8=H Ef2+ 8.%e4 h3 9.8xc6 h2 10.Re5 o1 11,806 Be2+
12.92d4 Eel 13.¥f3 h1=W 14.¥xh1+ %xh1 15.g5) 5.%e3 Be2+ 6.2d4 Lg7+ 7.e5 {5 The
same position as in the logical try, but with a Pawn on €5, which allows ... 8.exf6! 1-0

The Pawn on e5 is stronger than a Queen on the same square, thanks to its en passant powers. The
logical exposition is crystal clear. Ambitious, brilliant, and original. The composer approved this
version by G. Costeft.

1st - 2nd Prize ex aequo: E567 (version) Jacob Dreelinck

1.a5+ (1.e8=1? g1=% 2.25+ %26 3. M6+ WhE!) 1... a6 2.e8=2! (2.e8=1 gl=W 3 ¥c6+
Wh6!) 2... Wcl 3.Qc7+ Wxc7 4.dxc7 gl=¥ 5.c8=8! White threatens 6.Hc6+! (5.c8=% Wal+
6.9xal stalemate.) 5... Wh1! 6.Ed8! threatening 7.Bd6+ (6.&d7 Wd5 7.Hc6+ Wxc6 8.Lxchd
bxc6 9.%2b1 %eb7 10.%c2 %c7 11.82d3 ®d6 =) 6... Wc6 [6... Wh2 7.Bd5 W4 8.Ra3 Wl
9.8d6+ b6 10.922 W2 11.0.94 9b7 12,866 bxa5 13,865 W2 (13... We2 14.&xh7 24 15.8e6
axb3+ 16.923) 14.8xh7 Wxb4 1582 a4 1683 axb3+ 17.8xb3 Wadt 18.2b1 Wha 19.h7
b4 20.Ef3 a5 21.8f4 Wh6 22.Ra2 Web+ 23.b3) 7.8&15 attacking Pawn h7 while preparing Bd7
(7.4h3 Mc71) 7., Wxh6 (7... W6 8.Bd5 W8 9.8c5 We7 10.Ra3 wins. White will play Bd5-
.47 at some point and win Pawn b5) 8.4c8 (with the idea Bd7 or He8-He6+) 8... Wc6 9.8a3!
Zugzwang (reciprocal). Black is forced to move the Pawn, as any Queen move allows He8 or Bd7
or Bd6+. 9... h5 (9... ¥c7 10.Ee8) 10.E¢8 but now White can win the Queen, using the newly-
weakened square g6. 10...h4 11,865 Wcl (11...h3 12.Bg6 Wxg6 13.Lxgb h2 14.£0e4) 12.Bg6+
(12.222 h3 13.&xh3 W2 =) 12... b6 13.Hgl! Wc6 (13... Wxgl 14.Lc84) 14.Hg8! b7 (14...
bxa5 15.8¢6) 15.26+! 1-0 Wins the Queen.
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Following 5.c8=E! the Rook and Bishop exploit the weakness of the black King and Zugzwang to

finally win the Queen. This version was submitted by the composer before the award.

3¢d Prize: E570 Michael Pasman

L.Bf6+! [logical try: 1.Bf2 Ad2 2.8xd2 Bd1 3.Qb1 Exbl 4.Eg2 %h5! = reciprocal Zugzwang
— White to move 5.d4 (or 5.2b7 %#h4! 6.d4 %h3! 7.Hd2 g4 8.d5 {5 9.d6 ®e6 10.d7 Bcl!
11.d8=2+! ®e7 12.8c6+ Hxc6! =) 5... Bd1 6.Bxb2 Exd4 7.3 Bad! =] 1... %h5 (1... s7 2.Bf2
& 42 3.9xd2 Bd1 4.9b1! Bxbl 5.8a7 Bd1 6.Bxb2 Bxd3 7.a4; 1... %h7 2.Ef2 Ad2 3.Qxd2 Ed1
4.8b1) 2.8f2! (2.8g3+ Mg5 3. Q¢4+ Wgd! 4,212+ W5 5 Bb6 Bh8+ 6.2b7 Bh7+ 7.82a6 Ac3
8.Hxb2 Bh4 9.8e4+ Axed 10.dxed Bxed =) 2... Ad2! 3.2xd2 Ed1 4.2b1! Exbl 5.Bg2! recip-
rocal Zugzwang — Black to move (logical try: 5.d4 Bd1! 6.Bxb2 Exd4 7.a3 Ba4! =) 5... %h4 (5...
Bd1 6.Bxb2 Exd3 7.24; 5... %h6 6.8b7) 6.d4! (6.2b7 %h3 =) 6... Bd1 (6... #h3 7.8d2 %o3
8.d5 %(4 9.d6) 7.Hxb2 Exd4 8.a3!! This works with the black King on h4 8... o5 (8. Hag
9.8b4+) 9.Bb4! Bd3 10.a4 +- 1-0.

A reciprocal Zugzwang battle won by the far-sighted 1.Bf6+!%. The move 8.a3!! is surprising for a
Rook endgame and is reminiscent of Fritz (HHDBvi.64617). A professionally execured study.

Pavel Arestov

Amatzia Avni
Martin Minski Volker Hergert Volker Hergert
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4th Prize: E578 Pavel Arestov, Amatzia Avni & Martin Minski

1,161 (1.Lxc7 9815 2.0.25 %f413 . £.d2 + g314.92b5 B2 5.4 dxe3) 1o..c5 (1... %4 2. Lxd4)
2.2b5 %4 3,895+! (3.92c4 We3) 3... We3! (3... Wxg5 4.8xc5 Wf4 5.8xd4; 3... Wed 4.8c4)
4.8.h4+! (4.2c4 2 5243 ®el! 6.8.d2+ Bd1 7.8a5 c4+ 8.2xd4 Mxe2) 4... g2 (4... %xhd
5.92xc5; 4... 84 5,812 %eq 6.8 c4) 5.9c4 %fl 6.8d3 4+ 7.2d2! 3+ 8.2d3 c2 9.4kg5! Rel
10.£c1 Other Bishop moves are a loss of time 10... 11 (10... 9od1 11.8d2 c1-% 12.80xcl
%051 13.8xd4) 11.2d2 sef2 12.8.a31 91 13.. 252! 82 14.Lxd4+ 1-0

Two Bishop sacrifices, a raid by the black King, and Zugzwang, all with elegant play and excellent
economy. The composers extracted a lot of play from modest material.
1st Honourable Mention: E543 Volker Hergert

1.2b6! (1.2b8 We7 2.27 L6 =) 1... We8 [1... &6 2.7 We6 3.4+ M5 4,206+ %d4
5.8e7 Ked 6.0c8 W5 7.446; 1... W7 2,24 #d8: see main line (2... ®d6 3.2d3 &c6 4.2c5
£.285.2b7+ We5 6.227)] 2.24! [logical try: 2.a7 Such! 3.2c7 We7 4. 274 La8!5.Qe2 (5. 26+
16! 6.2f8 d5! 7.2d7+ Meb! 8.2b6 d4 9.2xa8 d3 10.2b6 d2 11.a8=H d1=W) 5... d6! (5.. d5
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6.2d4 mutual Zngzwang — Black to move) 6.2d4 d5! = mutual Zugzwang — White to move; logi-
cal try: 2.82c7 &b5! (2... &c6 3.2f4 %18 4.8e2) 3.27 Lcb6! .24 L28!5.R2¢2 (5.8d3 d5 6.8c5
d47.59b8 %248 8.92xa8 M8 9.2d3 Mc7 =) 5... d5! 6.2d4 Me7 =; 2,805 £.c6!3.2¢6 &hl! (...
Led 4.85; 3. &f3 4.8d4; 3... &2 4.84) 4.5 48 5. 067+ B8 6.2d6+ Md8 7.a7 Lal!
=]2...9d8 (2... &6 3.9c7) 3.2e6+! Wc8 (3... dxe6 4.7) 4.2d4 ®b8 5,2f5! (Threatens 6.2d6,
followed by 7.a7+ a8 8.8e8 and 9.2c7#; 5.27+ Ma8 6.45 d6 7.2e7 £b3 = there is no way for
the Knight to checkmate on ¢7) 5... d6! (5... $kc6 6.2d6 a4 7.a7+ Ma8 8.8¢8 d5 9.Ac7H#; 5...
d5 6.2¢7) 6.2e7! (threatens 7.a7+ a8 8.2d5, followed by 9.2c7#; 6.2xd6 &d7! 7.a7+ Ma8
= the Knight won't be able to get to ¢7; 6.2d4 &d7 7.2c2 &8 8.a7+ a8 9.8b4 £b7 10.2d3
This time the long diagonal is not blocked and the Bishop moves to any square on that diagonal
10... &f3 11.2f4 £.d5! 12.2xd5 stalemate) 6... &b3 7.2c6+ a8 8.2d4! &.c4 (8... £d59.8b5
#0538 10.27+ %c8 11.2xd6+ Md7 12.8b7) 9.27 1-0. Zugzwang — checkmate in two moves.

Somehow the black King reaches a8 in time, only to be mated there. The try 2.a7 leads to another
Zugzwang battle, A rich and difficult study, which seems like ideal training material for players.

2nd Honourable Mention: E558 Volker Hergert

1.2g6 Wf7 (1... b5 2.2e7+ %7 3.2c6 We6 4.82c7) 2.2e7! (2.2F4 W6 3,047 Re5) 2... eb
3.2¢6 (3.c3 b5 =) 3... #d5 (3... b5 4.2c7 b4 5.xb4; 3... d5 4.92c7 d4 5.8xd4+) 4.2c7 ¥c5
5.c3! Mutual Zugzwang in a cross! 5... d5 (or 5... b5 6.2b4 d5 7.Qa6# symmetrical echo check-
mate) 6.2d4 b5 7.82e6#.

Proskurowski, 1962 (HHDBVI.58029) showed these echoed mates, but his three attempts were
cooked. The composer created, apparently, the first correct implementation of the idea, with good
play and without adding material. Excellent.

Martin Minski Volker Hergert Amatzia Avni
BV Probleemblad 2023-24 BV Probleemblad 202324 BV Probleemblad 2023-24
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Commendation: E553 Martin Minski

1.2e4+ %e5 2.Wg3+! (2.2F2 Wxed 3. Mixed+ Mxed 4.9xe2 g4) 2... Wxed 3,962 el=%+!
(3... ®xd5 4hxg5 =) 4.Uxel Wcl+ 5.0e2 (5.922 Wd2+ 6.2f1 Wdl+ 7.2 g4) 5... Wc2+
6.2l (6.2f1 Wd1+ 7.2f2 g4) 6... Wd2+17.2xd2 (7.1 Wd1+ 8.2F2 g4) 7... gxh4+ 8, Wg5!
(8.%f4+ Y8xf41 9.2 Wa3: 8. We3+ Sxe3+) 8... fxg5+ 9.Re2 (9.Nel %3 10.2f1 Se3 11.d6
h3 12.d7 h2 13.d8=% h1=%#) 9... &e3 {9... h3 10.2f2 h2 11.2¢2) 10.d6 h3 11.d47 =.

The white Queen sacrifice is well known, but the choice of three squares for the sacrifice is interest-

ing and 6... Wd2+ is nice.
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Commendation: E563 Volker Hergert

1.&.d5! (1.2c3 b5 2.¢5 b6 = as White can't prevent his last Pawn from being traded) 1... b5 2.5
b4! (2...b6 3.¢6; 2... $c6 3.8xc6) 3.Lxb4 Mb5 4.9b3! (4.8¢3 b6 5.c6 Lxc 6.8 c4+ Mad) 4...
b6 5.c6! (5.8uch+ Mc6) 5... Sxch 6.8,

Mate with two active selfblocks. Gerhold (HHDBVI.13212) is similar.

Commendation: E565 Amatzia Avni

1.2f4 Bc2 2.8c8 d3 (2... h4 3.8g5 transposes) 3.Re3 d2 4.Re2 h4 5.2¢5 (5.216 h3 6.8g4
%03 783 Bcl =; 5.8g8+ %h1 6.2g5 Bxcd 7.2f3 Ecl =) 5... h3 6.2xh3 (6.2f3 d1=¥+ =;
6.9e4 Bxc4 7.Bxcd h2 =) 6... ®xh3 7.2d1! (7.c5 %g4 8.2d1 Ec4! 9.2xd2 %f5 10.8d3 Bcl
=) 7... Ba2 8.c5 Mg4 9.c6 %4 10.c7 We3 11.Ee8+ %¥d3 12.Bd8+ We3 13.Bxd2! (13.c8=1
Bal+) 13... Bxd2+ (13... Ea8 14.Hd8) 14.2c1 1-0.

A pleasant plot with an enjoyable conclusion {13.Bxd2!)

Volker Hergert Beat Neuenschwander Volker Hergert
BV Probleemblad 2023-24 BV Probleemblad 2023-24 BV Probleemblad 2023-24
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Commendation: E566 Volker Hergert

1.%2b7 (1.a7 Ac6) 1... Bg8 2.a7 Ba8! A spectacular defensive switchback idea 3.2f3! (3.2xa8
w7, e 4.8h3 %85 Qg5 Ab5 6.8¢6 Ac3 7.2c5 Ad5 8.2a6 Ab6#) 3... Axf3 (3... Act 4. 2xa8!
now correct 4... 8c7 -+ as Black can no longer construct a mating net) 4.f5! In the main line the
Rook remains taboo (for now) for the same reasons thar refuted 3.%2xa8. 4... Ae5 5.f6 Ac4 (5...
Af7 6.0xa8 W7 stalemate; 5... Ad7 6.7 Bf8 7.a8=8 A5+ 8.247) 6.f7 27 7.68=11(7.Rxa8
still does not work: 7... ¥c7 8.f8=% Ab6#) 7... Bxf8 8.a8=1 Exa8 (8... Ad6+ 9.7 Ab5+
10.2b7 ] 9.Rxa8 15-%4.

The defence 2... Ea8! dates back at least as far as Polerio, 1590, and there are at least 73 such exam-
ples. The original addition here is 1... Ea8-g8 and the subsequent deflection 7.£8=% which fially
allows 8.2a8="4.

Commendation: E569 Beat Neuenschwander

1.Ab7 &3+ 2.82h2 b3 (2... Me2 3,25 ®d2 4.2xd7 b3 5.2b6) 3.2a5 b2 4.2c4 b1=2 5.d5!
cxd5 6.¢6! dxe6 7.2d2+ Me2 8,.2xb1 d4 9.2d2! (9.2c3+ Mel; 9.9a3 d3 10.8c4 €5) 9... €5
10.8b3! (10.8c4 d3) 10... £d5 tempo! (10... &c6 11.f4) 11.8c5! (11.2c1+ $0d2 124 %xcl
13.fxe5 d3 14.8e3+ d2 15.Rg1 %c2) 11... e4 12.2d7! (12.3 €3) 12... d3 13.2f6! tempo! 13...
L6 14.2g4 d2 15.8e3 %5-%4.
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The white Knight gallops all over the board, first stopping one Pawn from queening, and then
another. The study would be improved if the Bishop on gl arrived there during play.

Commendation: E575 Volker Hergert

1.d4! (1.82b2 c5) 1... b6 (1... exd4 2.6 %b6 3.95 fxg5 4.fxg5; 1... 5 2.dxe5 dxe5 3.2b2 b6
493 Wc6 5.9d3 W6 6.92e3 We7 7.64; 1... b7 2.dxe5 dxe5 3.2b2 %b6 4.2¢3 Wc5 5.8243
246 6.9¢3 M5 7.F4! exfi+ 8.2xf4 %xcd 9.e5! fre5+ 10.9e4! see main line; 1... %a5 2.c5!)
2.dxe5 dxe5 3.2b2 %5 4.82¢3 b6 (4... M6 5.02b4 W7 6.2a5! <7 7.Ra6) 5.2d2! (5.8c2
is another way to triangulate — a minor dual) 5... %c5 6.2d3 %d6 7.82¢3 %c5 8.f4! exf4+ (8...
26 9.3 5 10.8g3) 9.9xf4 Mxcd 10.e5! fxe5+ 11.2e4! (logical try: 11.82xe5 5 12.85
%b3 13.96 c4 14.g7 c3 15.g8= 2 16.%g] Wb2 17.¥b6+ a2 18.%a5+ b2 19.8b4+ a2
20.%c3 Sob1 21. b3+ %al 22.¥xc2 stalemate) 11...¢5 12.g5 b3 13.g6 c4 14.g7 c3 15.g8=1
2 16.%g5! 952 17.¥xe5+ %b1 18.1b5+ ¥a2 19.%a4+ %b2 20.8b4+ %22 21.¥c3 b1
22.%b3+ %al 23, ¥xc2 1-0.

"The same position as in the 11.9xe5 line, but with the King on e4 instead of 5, so there is no stale-
mate. An entertaining Pawn study.

Gady Costeff, 15 March 2025

Many thanks to Gady Costeff for bis prompt report. This award remains open for the usual three-month
period. Please address any claims to the Studies editor:
Marcel Van Herck, Belgiélei 21 bus 3, B-2018 Antwerpen, Belgium — studie@probleemblad.nl



