Problem Paradise nr. 114, April — June 2026

Informal tourney Award
2025 Studies
Judge: Arpad Rusz

Although the number of studies
published in the magazine this
year was low (only 10 studies by 9
authors), the level was good enough
that I could include several studies
in the award. The solutions are
given as presented by the authors.

1st Prize
E277 Beat Meuesnschwander

Dm .. .. (5+7)

1.Kb4! [1.Kb5? Ke7! 2.Kxa5
(2.Rc7+ Kd6 3.Rcl Nc4) 2...Bd1]
1...Bd5 [1...Bc4 2.Kxa5 Bfl (2...Be2
3.Rc2 Bxf3 4.Rf2 Bd5 5.Rxf7+ Kc6
6.Rh7 g5 7.Rh5) 3.Rb3! h3 (3...Kc7
4.Rc3+ Kd7 5.Rb3; 3...e5 4.Rb8
h3 5.Rh8; 3...Ke7 4.Rb8 Kf6 5.Rh8
h3 6.b4 Kg7 7.Rh4 g5 8.Rh5 Kg6
9.Rh8) 4.Rb8 e5 5.Rh8 g5(5...Ke6
6.b4) 6.b4 e4 7.fxe4 g4 8.b5 Bg2
9.b6 Bxe4; 1...Ke7 2.Rc7+ Kf8
(2...Kf6 3.Kxa5) 3.Rcl!]

2.e4 Nc6+ 3.Kc5 Ba2

4.Ra3 Bbl 5.Ral Bc2 6.Rcl Bb3
7.Rc3 Bal2 [7...Ba4 B8.Ra3 leads
to the main line; 7...h3 8.Rxb3 h2
9.Rd3+ Kc7 10.Rd1 MNe5 11.Rh1]
B.Ra3 Bbl 9.Ral Bc2 10.Rcl Ba4
11.Ral Now the carrousel turns
in the other direction [11.b3 Bxb3
12.Rb1 Ba4 13.Ral h3 14.Rxa4 h2
15.Ral Ne5; 11.Rc4? Bdl]
11...Bb3 12.Ra3 Bc2 13.Rc3 Bbl
14.Rcl Ba2 15.Ral Bb3 16.Ra3 =

cf.l V. Bron
Magyar Sakkelet 1957 3rd Pr

{ of a usmdy] (4+5)

cf.2 M. Mansariishy




Perpetual pursuit of the bishop by
a rook. What is new compared to
the previous works? In this study,
in addition to a new geometry,
the chase can switch its sense of
rotation from counter-clockwise to
clockwise!

2nd Prize
E276 Pavel Arestov

{Russia)

1.Bg5+! [1.Kgl? Ng3 2.Qb8 (2.Be3
Rxe3; 2.Bg5+ Kxg5-+) Z...Rel+
3.Kf2 Re2+ 4.Kgl Rg2#]

1...Kxg5 2.Qb5+!! [Try: 2.Qxf1?
Relll 3.Qxel f2+-+]

2...Kh4! [2...Kg4 3.Qxfl=; 2...Kf4
3.Qb8+1=]

3.Qxf1 Rel!

4.Kh2! [4.Qxel+? f2+ 5.Kh2
fxelB—-+] 4...Re2+! [4...Rxf1
stalemate]

5.Kgl [5.Kh1? Bd5 (Be4) 6.Kgl
Rg2+ 7.Kh1 f2 8.Qxg2 f1Q+-+]
5...Rg2+ 6.Kh1 f2 [6...Rc2 7.Kgl
Rg2+ 8.Kh1=]

7.Qc4+ Rg4+ [7...Kh3 8.Qh4+!
Kxh4 stalemate] 8.Kh2 Be4d4
[B...Rxc4 stalemate]
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9.Qf1! [9.Qe2? Rg2+ 10.Khl Rgl+
11.Kh2 Rhl#]

9...Rg2+!? 10.Qxg2! [10.Kh1?
Rgl+ 11.KhZ Rhi+! 12.0xhl Bxhl
-+]10...Bxg2 11.Kxg2 =

After the surprising rook sacrifice
on move 3, white avoids black's
discovered check trick by a well

prepared stalemate trick.

1st Honourable Mention
Michal Hlinka
Lubog Kekely
(Slowakia)

E274

1.Qh1l [1.Qc8? d2+ 2.Kd1 Bad4+—+]
1...Ke4 2.d5! [2.h5?7 d2+ 3.Kd1
Kd5 4.Qgl Kxd4 5.Qhl Kc3 6.Qgl
e2#]

2...Kxd5 [2...Bd7 3.Kd1l Kxd5 4.h5
Bg4+ 5.Kcl Ked4 6.Kb2 d2 7.Kc2 Kf5



8.0al1 d1Q+ 9.Qxd1 Bxdl+ 10.Kxd1
Kg5 11.KeZ Kxh3 12.Kxe3=]

3.h5! Bad 4. Kf1l! [4.Qgl? Ke4!
5.0h1 d2+ 6.KeZ Bb5+ 7.Kd1 Bd7!-
+]

4...Bb5 53.Kel [5.Qgl? dZ2# from
battery]

5...Bc4 6.Kd1 [6.Qgl? Kd4! 7.Kd1
Bb3+ 8.Kel Beb 9.Kd1 Bg4+ 10.Kcl
Bxh5-+]

6...Kc5 7.Qgl [7.Kel? Be6! 8.Kd1
Kct 9.Kcl BEb3—+]

7...Bb3+ 8.Kel Kd4 9.Qh1l Kc3
10.Qgl Kd4 11.Qhl1 Kd5 12.Qgl
[12.Kf1? Bc4! 13.Kel Kc5! 14.Kd1
Bf71 15.Kel Be6! 16.Kd1 Kcb
17.Qgl Bg4+ 18.Kcl d2+ 19.Kc2
Bxh5]

12...Ke4 13.Qhl d2+ [13...Ke5
14.Kf1 Bc4 15.Kel KdS 16.Kd1=]
14.Ke2 d1Q+ 15.Qxdl Bxdl+
16.Kxdl Kd3 17.Kel e2 stalemate

A curious struggle for a draw of
a queen against a bishop and two
strong passed pawns. The play is
understandably a little bit static.

2nd Honourable Mention
E280D Michael Pasman

Draw " (3+4)
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1.Kg4! [1.Kg2 Rc7! 2.Kf2 Kh7!
3.Rd6 g6! 4.Kf4 Kh6—+]

1...Kf7 [1...Rc7 2.Kf4! ¢5 (2...Kh7
3.Rd6 g6 4.Kg5) 3.Ke3 Kf7 4.Rd6=]
2.Rd6! Against black's threat
Rc7+c5—c4 White needs 1) to cut
black king on &6th 2) To be on time
with the king on e3.

2...Reb [2...Rc7 3.Kf4 /f3 3...Ke7
(3...c5) 4.Rg6 Kf7 5.Rd6 c5 6.Ke3
c4 7.Kd2=]

3.Rd7+! [3.Rd3 c5-+4]

3...Kf6 [3...Re? 4.Rd6&! Rc7 5.Kf4 c5
(5...Ke7 6.Rg6 Kf7 7.Rd6=) 6.Ke3!
c4 7.Kd21=]

4. Kf3!! [Logical try : 4.Kf4 g6! zz as
main line, but white to move 5.Rc7
(5.Ra7 Rd6!; 5.g4 g5+) 5...Rd6!
6.Ke4 Kg5-+]

4...g6 [4...Re7 5.Rd6+ Re6 6.Rd71]
5.Kf4!! zz Surprising Reciprocal
zugzwang, white to move loses,
black to move is draw!

5...€5 [5...95+ 6.Kg4 Re4+ 7.Kh5=]
6.Rc’? g5+ 7.Kg4 Red4+ B.Kh5 Re5



O.Ra7! [9.Kg4 Ke6—+; 9.4 Keb—+]

9...Kf5 [9...Ke6 10.Kg6! Kd5
(10...g4 11.Ra4!; 10...c4 11.Rc7
Kd5 12.Kf6! g4 13.Rxcd!=) 11.KfB!
g4 12.Rd7+! Ked4 13.Rg7! Rf3+
14.Ke6=]

10.Ra4! Ke6 11.Kgb6! Kd5 12.Kf6
Re3 13.Rg4! [13.g4 Red4!-+]
13...c4 14.Rxg5+ Kd6 15.g4!
Rf3+ 16.Kg6! [16.Rf5 RxfS+-+]
16...Rf4 17.Kh5! = In the author's
opinion, it is also an important
theoretical endgame.

The material from this study
reminds me of my own study from
The Problemist, 2024. Compared
to that, this study is of a more
analytical nature but still has some
fine points like 4.Kf311 and 9.Ra7!.

cf.3 A Rusz
The Problemist 2024 Sp. Pr

1.Rh1! [1.Ra1?] 1...Rd4+ 2.Ke3!
Rxc4 3.Rh5!! Ke7 4.Kd3! Rcl
[4...Ra4 5.Rc5 Kd6 6.Rf5 Ke6 7.Rc5
Kdé 8.Rf5 positional draw] 5.Kd2!
Rfl 6.Ke2! Rf4 7.Ke3! Rc4 8.Kd3
Rf4 9.Ke3 Rfl 10.Ke2 Rcl 11.Kd2
Rcd 12.Kd3 positional draw.

3rd Honourable Mention
E281 David Gurgenidze

Ka8

4.Qb7+! Bxb7+ 5.axb7+ Ka7
6.Nc6+ Kab 7.b5+ Qxb5 8.b8N#



There are several studies featuring
a checkmate by a newly promoted
knight. What I like in this study is
that in addition to the nice model
mate, there is a surprising queen
sacrifice at move 4.

1st Commendation
EZ275 Andrzej Jasik

1.Re2! [1.b8Q+? Qxb8+ 2.Kxb8
Bxe3 F ]

1...Be4! 2.Rxed4 [2.Qxa2? Qe5
3.Qg8+ Ke7 4.Qh7+ Kf8 5.Qxe4
Qal+ 6.Kb8 Bh2+ 7.Rxh2 Rxh2=
8.Qf4+ Ke7 9.Qxh2 Qh8+ 10.Kc7
Qc3+]

2...alQ! [2...Qb8+ 3.Kxb8 Bh2+
4.Ka8 alQ 5.Qa7 £ ]

3.0xal Qb8+!! 4. Kxb8 Bh2+

5.Qe5! [5.Re57 Rxal stalemate]
5...Bxe5+ 6.Rxe5 Ral 7.Rd5+!
[7.Rh5? Ra4 8.Rh&é Rd4 9.Rd6+
Rxd6 10.Ka7 Rd7 11.Ka6é Rxb7=]
7...Ke7

8.Rh5! Ra4 9.Rh6! Kd7 [9...Rc4
10.Rc6! Rxc6 11.Ka7 +-; 9...Rd4
10.Kc7 Rc4+ 11.Rc6 +-]
10.Rd6+! Kxdb6 11.Kc8 Rc4+
12.Kd8 +-

A study with two phases where
the second phase reminds us of a
study by Duras. In our study, the
immediate rock sacrifice 8.Rd6&6?
would fail due to the presence of
the black pawn (8...h3! =), so the
white rook first has to do some

manoeuvras.

cf.d 0. Duras
1902 Sachove Listy (m)

e

(4+2)



1.Rd6! Rcl 2.RcH! +-

2nd Commendation
Fainer Staudte
E2T9 Michael Schlosser
(Germany) _

Daw @3

The white ball of pieces needs to
be unleashed first.
1.Kb2 The king has to cross the
b-file immediately.
1...Rb3+ 2.Kc2 Ra3 3.Kb2 Hunts
down the active rook from the a-file.
3...Rg3 [or Rh3]
4.Kc2! [4.Ba2? c3+! 5.Kc2 (5.Kb3
Rg2!) 5...Rg2+! 6.Kb3 Kf6]
4...Kf6 [4...c3 5.Kb31]
5.Ba2! Rg2+ [5...c3 6.Bc4! Kes
7.Bd31]
6.Kbl c3 7.Bc4 Ke3 8.Bd3 Finally
the bishop managed to reach his
bi-h7 diagonal and ensures a well
known positional draw.
8...Kd4

9_Bf5! No chance to dominate the
bishop on his favorite diagonal.
[9.Bh77? loses because the rook
guards g8 9...Kc4! 10.Bf5 Kb3
11.Be6+ Ka3 Black wins now, e. g.
12.Kcl c2 13.Bd5 Rg5 14.Be6 Rc5
15.Bf7 Kb4 16.Bg6 Kc3 17.Bxc2 Rg5
18.Ba4 Rgl+ 19.Bd1 Rh1l 20.Kb1l
Rxdl+ 21.KaZ Rhl 22.Ka3 Ral#]
9...Rgl+ [9...Rf2 10.Bh7!; 9...Rg5
10.Bh7!]

10.Kc2 Rh1 [10...Rg5 11.Bh7!
Rg7 (11...Rh5 12.Bg6!) 12.Bf5! Rf7
13.Bg6! transposes to main line]
11.Bg6 Rf1 12.Bh7 Rf7 13.Bgb
Rf2+ 14.Kcl! [14.Kb1? Kca!]
14...Rf1+ 15.Kc2 Rh1 16.Bf5 Rgl
17.Bh7 Rg2+ 18.Kcl! [18.Kb17?
Kc4! 19.Be4 Re2 wins]

18...c2 19.Kb2! = a fortress, no
chance to promote.

This study is based on the
theoretical draw discovered by
Ercole del Rio in 1750. The authors
presents us a position with a long
dual-free line, while that old position
was just a theoretical position with

duals. By the way, del Rio thought



the same draw occurs if we place
the pawn on other files, which is
false; this positional draw works only
if we have a bishop's pawn.

Ercale del Rio
eqli Scacchi 1750

Draw whoever is to move(2+3)

3rd Commendation
E278

Michael Pasman

1.Nfd5! [1.Ned5 Qal+!! 2.Kxal
Kb3+ 3.Kbl MNxct 4.Qxe2 Ka3+
5.Kcl Rc5+ 6.Kd2 Rxd5+ 7.Nxd5
Rxd5+=]

1...Nc3+! [1...Qal+ 2.Kxal Kb3+
3.Kbl Nxc6 4.Qxe2 Ka3+ 5.Kcl
RcS+ 6.Mc2+ c4+]

2.Nxc3+ Kb4+ 3.Nad4+! Kxa4d
4. Nd53! Qal+! 5.Kxal Kb3+
6.Kbl Nxc6t 7.Qc3+ Kad+ 8.Ka2!
Rb6 [8...RxdS 9.Qb3#; 8...Nb4+
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9.Qxb4+]
9.Qc4+ [9.Nxb6+ Kb5+ 10.Na4
Rxa4+=]
9...Nb4+ 10.Qxb4+! Rxb4
11.Nc3#

An aristocratic study with known
finish. Seeing this study, Philidor
would certainly remind us that "the
pawn is the soul of chess."



