Quartz 65 /March 2026 /p.1067
Judgement of studies 2024 /2025

The bi-annual tournament was attended by 17 authors from 13 countries, who
submitted 22 studies. They were of various styles. | paid particular attention to how well the
authors expressed their ideas and technically executed them, as well as the dynamics of the
pieces and the presence of black's counter-play | would like to thank all the participants who
sent their works to this tournament.

The following distribution of distinctions is proposed:

Michael Pasman (Israel) Volker Hergert (Switzerland) Michael Pasman (Israel)
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1* Prize - M. Pasman: 1.Bd4! Novotny. 1.Bxg1? Rxd7= 1...Rxd4 1. Bf2+ 2 Ke2! Rxd4 3 Ned6 Rxd6
4 Nxd6 Bb6 5 Nc4++-; 1. Bxd4 2.d8Q+ with check 2.Ned6! Now bishop can't access b6, so black must
play. Logical try: 2.Nfd6? Rd1+! 3 Kxd1 Bb6 4 Nc4+ Position X1 white knight on €8, e.g. 4.. Ka6 (b5)
5.Ne3 (5.Nxb6 g2 6.d8Q g1Q+=; 5.Ke2 g2) 5.. Kb7 difference : White can't defend d7 pawn from e
6.Ke2 Kcb 7.Nf6 g2! 8 Nxg2 Bd8= 2...Rd1+! 2. Rxd6 3.Nxd6 Bb6 4 Nc4+ 3.Kxd1 Bb6 4.Ncd+
Position X2 4 Ke2? g2= 4...Kb4 4. Kab6 5.Ne3 difference: white can defend d7 pawn from e5 5.Ne3!
5.Nxb6? g2 6.d8Q g1Q+=is perpetual check 5...Kc5 6.Ke2! Logical try: 6 Kd2? g2! 7 Nxg2 Kc6 8. Ne5+
Kd6 9.Ne3 Position Y1 9. Ba5+! 10.Kd3 Kxe5= 6...92 7.Nxg2 Kc6 8.Ne5+ Kd6 9.Ne3! Position Y2,
Switchback 9...Kxe5 10.Nc4+ Ke6 11.Nxb6 win.

Promoting a pawn to a queen — the correct choice 2. Ned6' and 6. Ke2! An elegant logical study.

2" Prize - V. Hergert: 1.Rf6! 1.Re6? Nxc5—+; 1.g5? Nxc5—+ 1...Bd5! Only the threat on g8 prevents
White from advancing the h-pawn on the spot. 1..Nxc5 2.h6 Bd5 3.h7= 2.Rf8 2h6? Rg8+; 2...Rb4
2. Rxf8 3 Kxf8=; 2. Rb7 3.h6 Kcb+ 4.Kgb' Bed+ 5 Rf5! Nxc5 6.h7= 3.h6! 3.957 Nxco—+ 3...Rxgd+
3..Nxc5 4.h7 Rxgd+ (4..Neb+ 5 Kh6=) 5.Kh8 Rh4 leads to the same position as in the main line
4.Kh8! Rh4 5.h7 Nxc5 5._Bed 6.Rf7+ Kc6 (6...Kd8 7.c6'=) 7.Re7! Nxc5 8.Kg8 Bd5+ (8...Kd6 9 Rxed=)



9 Kg7 Ne6+ 10.Rxef+= 6.Rf5 Ne6! 6. Kd6 7. Rxd5+! Kxdb 8 Kg8 Rgd+ 9 Kf7 Rf4+ 10.Kg8 Neb

11.h8Q Rf8+ 12 Kh7 Ngb+ 13 Kg7= 7.Re5! The point of White's defense! 7 Rxd5? Rf4! 8 Kg8 Rf8#
7..Rf4 7. Bcd 8 Rxeb Bxet 9 Kg7= 8.Rxe6! Bxeb6 9.Kg7 draw.

By the final stalemate (7.Reb! and 8 Rxe6!), all the thematic pieces have found their places. The
initial position and material are attractive in themselves.

Special Prize - M. Pasman: 1.Kf6! 1 Rgb? Kh7—+ 1..Neb! 1._Nh8 2 Rxf4 N8f7 3 Rf3= 2.Kxed
2 Rexeb? Ngd+—+ 2...92 3.Kf6! Switchback 3.Rc1? Rh1 4 Reel Rxe1+ 5 Rxel f3—+ 3..Ngd+ 3..¢1Q?
4 Re8+ 4.Kg5 Ne5! Sacrifices the second knight on the same square 4..g1Q 5.Rc8+ Ki7 6.Rc7+ Kf8
7 Rc8+= 5.Rc8+ Kg7 5._Kh7 6. Rc7+ Nf7+ 7 Rxf7+= 6.Rc7+ Nf7+ 7.Rxf7+ Kg8 7. Kxf7 8 Rxf4+ Keb
see main line 8.Rf8+! 8 Kf6? Rhé+ 9.Ke7 Rh7—+ 8..Kxf8 9.Rxf4+ Kg7 10.Rg4 Kf7 11.Rf4+! Keb
12.Re4+! Kd5 13.Rg4 Ke5 14.Kg6! Rh8 15.Kg7 draw.

The idea from the study by G. Nadareishvili, 64, 1 sp. prize, 1979, was implemented by the author
in a disguised denouement (see A)

D. Gatti (Italy) & M. Minski (D) Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain) Peter Boll (Netherlands)

1 hm 2 hm comm
w
i w i i
a
&
%A 24
e i il 3 i E i
H 33 o | M iME
2 LA 4 vl - o
4+6 = 4+5 = B5+6 =

1 HM - D. Gatti & M. Minski: 1.Rf2! 1.Rb2?/Ra2?/Re7?/Re8? 1..gIN! 1...Ke1 2.Rc2! threatens
3.Rc1+ Ke2 4 Bd3# 2...f2! 3.Bxf2+ Kf1 4.Ba2! Logical try: 4 Rd2?/Rb2?/Ra2? 4.. g1N! 5 Bd3+ Ne2+
6.Rxe2 Qc6+ Position X with wBd3 4...g1N! 4._g1Q 5.Bcd+ Kg2 6.Bxg1+= 5.Bcd+ Ne2+ 6.Rxe2 Qcb
Position X with wBc4 6...Qf3+ 7.Re3+ Kxf2 8 Rxf3+ = 7.Bed! Switchback. 7.Bb6?7 Qxcd+ 8 Kxcd Kxe2
7...Qxc5 8.Rxh2+ Kg1 9.Rd2 draw. 9 Rc2? db!

Alogical study with the final consolidation of the Bishop and Rook in the fight against the Queen.

2 HM - Luis Miguel Gonzalez: 1.Qf1! 1.Qd1? d2+! 2 Kb1 Rgb 3.Qad+ Kb6! 4 Kc2 d1Q+ 5 Kxd1
Nb2+—+ 1...Rg3! 2.Qd1! 2.fxg3? d2+ 3.Kb1 Ned! 4.Qd3 d1Q+ 5.Qxd1 Nxd1—+; 2.Qh1? Rg6! 3.Qd1 d2+
4 Kc2 Rb6—+ 2...d2+ 3.Kc2 Rg5! 4.Kb3! 4.Qh1? Rab! 5.Kb3 d5 6.Qh7+ Kb6 7.Qg6+ Kcb! 8.Qg4 Rb5+
9.Ka2 Rb2+ 10.Ka1 Rb8 11.Qd4+ Kcb 12.Qf6+ Nd6 13.Qd4 Ra8+ 14 Kb1 Ned—+ 4...Na5+ 5.Kb4 Rd5
6.c4 Nc6+ 7.Kc3! 7. Kb3? Rd4! 8 Kc2 Rxcd+ 9 Kb3 NaS+ 10.Kb2 Rd4 11.Kc3 Rd6—+ 7...Rd4 8.¢5! 8.f4?
Kb6! 9.5 Keb! 10.f6 Kd6 11.f7 Ke7 12.Qf1 Kf8—+ 8...Ka6 9.Kc2! 9.Qb3? d1N+! 10.Kc2 Nb4+ 11.Kb1
Kb5—+; 9.f47 Kb5! 10.f5 Kxcb 11.f6 Nd8—+ 9...Na5! 10.Qf1+! 10.Qe2+? Nc4! 11.Qd1 Kb5 12.Qb1+ Kcb!
13.Kd1 Rgd! —+



10...Ka7 11.Qd1 Rd5 11.. Red+ 12.Kd3 Rxch 13.14 Rd5+ 14 Ke3! Kb6 15.f6 Reb+ 16.Kb2 Rxf5
17.Qg1+ Rcbh 18.Qd4!= 12.f4 Kb7! 13.£5! 13.Qb1+? Kc8! 14 Kd1 Nc4! 15.Qb3 Rd4 16.¢6 dxc6 17.Qc3
cb 18.f5 Red 19.Qh8+ Kc7 20.Qh2+ Kd7 21.Qh7+ Re7—+ 13...Nc4 13.. Kc7 14 16! Nc4 15.Ke3 Ne3
16.Qb3 d1N+! 17 Kb4= 14.Kc3 Ne3 15.Qe2! 15.Qb1+? Kc8! 16.Qat dIN+! 17.Kb3 Rd3+ 18.Kad Nc3+
19.Kab Nedb—+ 15...d1Q 15.. Kc6 16.Qab+ Kxch 17.Qab+ Kdb 18.Qb6+ Ke7 9.Qxe3+ Kf7 20.Qxd2!
Rxd2 21 Kxd2= 16.Qb5+ Kc8 17.Qab+ Kd8 18.Qf6+ Ke8 19.Qg6+ perpetual check.

The theme of Hormecker MT, Jurmala WCCC 2024. The painstaking work of the white queen brings
a saving perpetual check in the final.

Comm - P.Boll: 1.Re8+! Bb8 2.Ne3 g2! 2. Rcb 3 Red Beb+ 4 Kb1 Rb5+ 5 Kc1 Kb8 6.Kd2= 3.Nxg2
Rxc2 4.Kb1 4 Ne3? Rc1# 4...Rxg2 5.Red! Try: 5.Re3? Rb2+ 6. Ka1 Rxb6 7 Rxa3+ Ba7—+ 5...Rb2+
5..Bd6 6.Re8+ Bb8 7 Re4 positional draw 6.Ka1! 6. Kc1? Rxb6—+ 6...Rxb6 7.Rad+ Ba7 7. Rab
8.Rxab+ bxab 9.Kb1= 8.Rxa7+! Kxa7 stalemate.

The correct choice of the white rook on the 5% move is the key to saving White in the final.

M.Hlinka & L. Kekely V.Samilo & A.Sergiienko

(Slovakia) (Ukraine)
comm comm Comm - Volodymyr

Samilo & Andrii Sergiienko
1.a7! Try: 1.Bh5? Qxhb 2.a7

3 Qh7! 3.Kb6 Qed 4.Kc7 Qa8

Iy [ 8 1...Qc8+ 2.Kb6 Kf4! 3.Be8!

3.Bd3? Keb] 3...Qxe8 3.. Keb

W 4 Beb= 4.Kb7 Qed+ 5.Kb8

Qe8+ 6.Kb7 draw.

@ Two sacrifices of bishop
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Comm - Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely: 1.Ka5! 1Kb4? g5 2 Kc3 Ked 3 Kd2 Ki3—+ 1...Ke6!
1..95 2.Kb6 g4 3.Kxc6 g3 4 Kb7 g2 5.¢6 g1Q 6.c7= 2.Kb4 2 Kb6? Kd7-+ 2...KFf5! 3.Ke3! Try: 3 Kab?
g5 4.Kb6 g4 5.Kxch g3 6.Kb7 g2 7.¢6 g1Q 8.c7 Qb1+ 9 Keb Qh1+ 10.Kd7 Qb7—+ 3...Ked 4.Kd2 Kf3
4..g5 5Ke2 g4 6 Kf2= 5.Kd3 g5 6.e4 Kf4 7.Kd4! Try: 7 Ke2? Kxed 8 Kf2 Kd4 9 Kg3 Kc3 10.Kg4 Kxc2
11.Kxgb Ke3 12 Kf4 Kxc4 13.Ke3 Kxcb 14.Kd3 Kb4—+ 7...g4 8.Kd3 8.e5?7 g3 9.e6 g2 10.e7 g1Q+ 8...g3
9.Ke2 Kxe4 10.Kf1 Kf3 10.. Kd4 11 Kg2= 11.Kg1 zz 11...92 11.. Ke2 12 Kg2 Kd2 13 Kxg3 Kxc2 14 Kf2!
Kd2 (14..Kd3 15 Ke1 Kxc4 16 .Kd2 Kd4 17 Kc2 Kxcb 18 Kc3=) 15.Kf1 Ke3 16.Ke1 Kd3 17 Kd1= 12.¢3
7z 12.. Kg3 stalemate 12._ Ke3 13 Kxg2=.

The precise play of the white King neutralizes the advantage of the dangerous passed pawn of the
Black’s.



Comm - Paul Raican: 1..Rb3+ 2.Kf4! 2 Kh4? Bf2+= 2...Bd6+ 3.Kxf5 Rf3+ 4.Ke6! 4 Ked? Bx{8
5.Qb2 Ba3 6.Qg7 Bit= 4...Bxf8 5.Qg4! Rf2 6.Qg3 Rg2 7.Qe1+ Kh2 8.Qe5+! Kg1 9.Qa1+ Kh2 9._Kf2
10.Qf6++- 10.Qh8+ Kg1 11.Qxf8 win.

Development of an idea from an incorrect study by E. Dobrescu, Revista Romana de Sah,
1t prize, 1978, with a change of sides.(see D)

Comm - Arkadij Vorovich: 1...Nd7 2.Rxd8 2 Nd5+? Kd2 3 .Bg2 Re8 4 Nc7 Nf6+ 5 Kf5 Qe7=; 2.g8Q7
g2 3.Rxd8 gxh1Q 4.a8Q Rg2+ 5.Qxg2 Qxg2+ 6.Kf5 Qxc2+ 7.Keb Nxb6 2...g2 3.Bxg2 3.a8Q7 Qxa8
4 Rxa8 gxh1Q 5.Nd5+ Kxc2 6.g8Q Rg2+ 7.Khd4 Qel+ 8 Kh5S Rxg8 9.Rxg8 Qeb= 3..Rxg2+ 4.Kf3!
4 Kf5? Nxbb 4...Rxg7 5.a8R! Try: 5.a8Q7 Kxd4+! 6.Qxa3 stalemate (6.Ke2? Qe3+ 7.Kd1 Qg1+ 8.Kd2
Qed+ positional draw. 5...Qc1! 6.Nd5+! 6.Bxg7? Qh1+ 7 Kgd Qg2+ 8.Kf5 Qxh3+ 9.Kgb Qeb+ 10.Kh7
Qf5+ 11.Kh8 Qh3+= 6...Kd2 7.Bxg7 win.

A weak promotion to break a stalemate with two pieces pinned together.

P. Raican (Romania) A. Vorovich (Ukraine) |. Aliev (Azerbaijan)
comm comm sp. comm
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Special Comm - llham Aliev: 1.b5! Try: 1.Kd2? Ba6! 2 Ke3 Nf6 3.Kf4 Nd5+ 4 Keb Nxb4 5. Kd6

Be2 6.c6 Bf3 7.c7 Bg4 8. Kcb Nab+ 9.Kb6 Bc8 10.d5 Nb4 11.d6 Nd5+ 12 Keb Nfo—+; 1.d5? Nfe—
1...Beb! 1._Kg4 2.¢6 Nf4 3.b6=; 1..Nf6 2. Kd2 Kg4 3.c6 Nd5 4 Kd3 Kf5 5 Kc4 Keb 6. Kcd= 2.Kd2! 2.¢67
Bdb! 3.Kd2 Kg4 4 Kc3 Kf5 5. Kb4 Nff! 6.Kcb Ke6 7.b6 Ned+ 8 Kbb Kdb 9.b7 Kc7—+; 2.b67 Bd5—+
2..Kg4 3.Kc3 Kf5 4.Kb4 Bd5 5.Ka5 Keb 6.c6 6.Kb6? Kd7 6...Nf6 7.b6! Bxc6 main: 7. Kd6 8 Kab
Kxcb 9.b7 Ke7 10.Ka7 Nd7 (10...Bxb7=) 11.b8Q+ Nxb8 stalemate 8.Kaé Kd7 9.d5! Bxd5 10.b7
10.Ka7? Kc8! 10...Ke7 11.Ka7 Nd7 11.. Bxb7= 12.b8Q+ Nxb8 stalemate.

White pawns against minor pieces. A similar idea with stalemate was found in a study by
H.Bernleitner & A.Gschwend, Schach-Echo, 1976 (see B)



Special Comm - Daniil Yakimovich (USA): 1.Nc3! 1.Nb2? Bc6!-
+:1Kg2? Rxd3 2 Ra1 Rd2+ 3 Kf3 Rxh2 4 Bxb6 Kxf5—+ 1...Bc6
2.Ned4+ Bxed 2._Kf4 3.Nf2=; 2. Kxf5 3.Nf2! Re3 4 Kf1 h3 5.Rg1
Bg2+ 6.Rxg2 hxg2+ 7 Kxg2 b5 8 Bab= 3.dxe4 Rc3 4.Bxbh6 Rb3!
4._Kf4 5 h3! Kf3 6.Bab!= 5.Bf2! 5 Bcb? Kf4 6.h3 Kf3!—+ 5...Rb1+
6.Kg2 h3+ 7.Kxh3 Rxh1 8.Be3+ Kh5 9.Bg1! Kh6 10.Be3+ 10 Kg2?
Rxg1+ 11 Kxg1 Kgb 12 Kf2 Kf4—+ 10...Kh5 11.Bg1 Kg5 12.Be3+
draw. 12.Kg2? Rxg1+ 13.Kxg1 Kf4.

Taking advantage of the black Rook's unfavorable position in the
cormer of the board, White saves himself with a stalemate or a
positional draw. The idea is not new; for example, see the study by V.
Pachman, Shakhmaty v SSSR, 1< prize, 1960.(see C)

D.Yakimovich (USA)
sp. comm
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Appendix

A - G. Nadareishvili: 1.Re4!
1.Re1? b2 2.Kb7 Rc2 3.Rb1 Ke5
4 Kb6 Kd4 5.Kb5 Kc3—+; 1.Re3?
b2 2.Rb3 Ke5 3.Kb7 Kd4 4 Kb6
Kcd—+ 1...b2 2.Rb4 Ke5 3.Kb7
Kd5 4.Kb6 Rh2 5.Kb5 Rh8
6.Kab! 6.Ka4? Ra8+—+ 6...Ra8+
7.Kb7 Ra2 8.Kh6! Ra8 9.Kh7=

B - H. Bernleitner &

A. Gschwend: 1.Kh6 1.f6? Bd2+
2.Kf5 Nd4+ 3.Ke5 Nf3+ 4.Keb6
Kf8 5.5 Bc3 6.Kd5 Bb2 7.g7+
Kg8—+ 1..Bc3 2.f6 2.e5? Nxe5
3.f6 Nd7 4.Kh7 Nxf6+—+ 2...Bxf6
3.e5 Bxe5 4.g7 Kf7 5.Kh7 Ne7

5..Bxg7 stalemate 6.g8Q+ Nxg8
stalemate

C - V. Pachman: 1.Bb6+! 1.Bxe8? Nxc5! 2.Bg6 Rh1+ 3.Kb2 a3+ 4.Kxa3 Rxa1 5.Bb1! Na4! 6.Bc2
Nbé6! 7.Bb1 Nc4+—+ 1...Kxb6! 2.Bxe8 Ncb! 2...Rh1+ 3.Kb2 Nxa1 4.Bxa4 Kc5 5.Be8 Kd4 6.Bg6 Ke3
7.Bb1= 3.Bg6! 3.Bxa4? Rh1+ 4Kb2 Nxa4+ 3...Rh1+ 4.Kb2 a3+! 5.Kxa3 Rxa1 6.Bb1! Na4 7.Bc2!

Nc5 8.Bb1! Rxb1 stalemate

D - E. Dobrescu: 1.Rb6+ 1.Bd3+? Kf7 2.Bc4+ Kf8 3.Rb8+ Ke7'-+ 1...Kf5 1..Kh5 2.Bf7+ Kh4
3.Rh6+!-+ 2.Bd3+ Kxf4 3.Rf6+ 3.Bxf1? Qa8+—+ 3...Ke5 3..Ke3! <cook> 4.Bxf1 Qg5! 5.Rf7 Qg6

6.Rf8 Kd2-+ 4.Bxf1 Qb7 5.Bab Qg2 6.Bf1 Qb7 7.Bab=



