THE PROBLEMIST

BCPS AWARD: STUDIES 2024
by Harold van der Heijden

NOVEMBER 2025

The studies editor Yochanan Afek provided me with a useful PGN-document with 39 originals published
during 2024. Obviously, I checked the entries first for soundness, and was surprised to discover that 39 were
sound! I cannot recall having experienced that earlier in my judging career. What I do see regularly while
editing awards for EG is mistakes in thematic or logical tries. An alternative black refutation (black dual)
degrades a try to an analytical line. In the present tourney there are two serious findings, but the others are fine!

The general level was good, but there were no real masterpieces among the entries. On the other hand, many
studies were of a very decent level. In the end, I therefore awarded no fewer than 21 studies (i.e. just over 50%)
which is much more than I normally find acceptable. I did however award 8 “specials” for improvements,
corrections, or interesting new findings.
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1st Prize E1403 Serhiy Didukh 1.a6! Thematic try 1.Bg7? Bxg7 2.hxg7 Kf7
3.Kd4 Be2! 4.5 Kxg7 5.Kxd5 Bf3+ 6.Ke6 Kf8! winning; White needs his pawn
on a7 in this position 1...Kf7! 1...Bf6 2.Bg7 d4 (2...Bxg7 3.hxg7 Kf7 4.Kd4 draw)
3.Bxf6 Kxf6 4. Kxd4 Kg6 5.Ke5 Kxh6 6.Kf6 draws; or 1...d4 2.Bg7 d3 3.Bxal d2
4.h7 draw 2.a7 2.h7? Bh8 3.a7 d4 wins; 2.Bg7? or 2...Bxg7 3.hxg7 d4! wins
2...d4 3.Bg7 Kg6 4.f5+! Logical try 4.Bxd4? see move 12 for the explanation
4...Kh7 5.Bxd4 Bxd4+ 6.Kxd4 Kxh6 7.KeS Kg7 8.Ke6 Kf8 9.Kd7! ¢5 10.Kd6!
c4 11.Ke5 ¢3 12.Kf4! The aim of 4.f5+ was to vacate the f4-square for the king.
12...Bd5 13.Ke3 draws. Foresight of the Reti-Sarychev manoeuvre.

A tremendous development of one of Réti’s manoeuvre studies
(HHdbVI1#80220) into a logical study with foreplan (remove wPf4 by 5.f5+!).
Several other Réti manoeuvre examples I found have similar thematic play (the
wK. has to move up the board first) but lack the logical part.

2nd Prize E1406 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen 1.Be8 1.Rxb4? Qxb4 2.Be8 Qf8
3. Kb7 g1Q 4.Qa3 Qbl+ 5.Kc8 Qc2+ draws 1..Qf8 1..Rxb7+ 2.Kxb7 Qb4+
3.Kc8 Qc4+ 4.Kd8+ wins 2.Rb6! Rxb6 3.Qc5+ Sg5! 3..0Qxc5 4.f8Q+ Rgb+
5.Qxc5+ wins 4.Qxf8 g1Q 5.Qc5 QxcS 6.f8B+! 6.f8Q+? Rgb+ 7.QxcS5 stalemate!
6..Rg6+ 7.BxcS Sxf3 8.Be7! 8.Be3? Se5 9.Bf4 (otherwise Black plays Kg4)
9...Sc6+ (9...Sd7 10.Bxd7 Rg7 draw) 10.Kb7 Se7 draws 8...Se5 Planning Kh5-g4
9.Bf6 Sg4 9...Kg4 10.Bxe5 Re6 11.Bd7 wins 10.Bh4! 10.Bd8? Se5 11.Kb7 Kg4
12.Bxg6 Sxg6 draws 10...Se5 11.Kb7 Kg4 12.Bxg6 Sxg6 13.Kc6 Sxh4 14.gxh4
Kf4 15.KdS wins.

Battery formation and destruction, and many sacrifices (without capturing a
piece) by both sides. B-promotion to avoid a pin stalemate. Good play after the B-
promotion, the wK is just in time to win the pawn ending.

3rd Prize E1424 Michael Pasman 1.Sd7+! 1.b4? Rb3+ 2.Kcl (2.Kxal Rxb4)
2...Sxb7 3.Sd7+ Kxf7 wins; 1.Sd2? Rxd2 2.b4 (2.Sd7+? Kxf7 3.Sxc5 Rd1+ 4.Ka2
Rxa5+ wins) 2...Sa4 3.Sh7+ (3.b8Q? Sc3+ with mate) 3...Kxf7 4.Sg5+ Kg7 5.f6+
Kg6 6.Se4 Rb2+ 7.Kcl Rxb4 wins 1...Sxd7 2.Sd2! Rxd2 3.b4! 3.b3? Kxf7
4.cxd7 Rxb7 5.d8S+ Ke7 6.Sxb7 Sxb3 wins 3...Kxf7 3..Rxb7 4.cxb7 Kxf7 5.a6
Rd1+ 6.Kb2 Rd2+ 7.Kxal Rd3 draw 4.cxd7 Rxb7 5.d8S+! (Phoenix theme).
5..Kf8 5..Kf6 6.Sxb7 Sc2 7.Kcl!; 5...Ke8 6.Sxb7 Sc2 7.Sd6+! Kd8 (7..Ke7
8.Sc4 Rd4 9.f6+! Kxf6 10.Kxc2 Rxc4+ 11.Kb3 Re8 12.Ka4! Ke5 13.Kb5! Kxd5
14.Kb6! Rb8+ 15.Kc7! Rxb4 16.a6 draws) 8.a6 Sxb4 9.a7 Ra2 10.f6 Rxa7 11.f7
Ke7 12.Sc8+; 5..Ke7 6.Sxb7 Sc2 7.d6+ Kd7 8.Sc5+ draws 6.Sxb7 Sc2 7.a6!
Sxb4 7...Sa3+ 8.Kcl Ra2 (8...Rc2+ 9.Kdl Ra2 10.d6 Sc4=) 9.f6 Sc4 10.d6 Sbo
11.Sc5 draw 8.a7! Ra2 9.d6! Ke8 10.f6! Rxa7 11.f7+ Kxf7 12.d7 again -
promoted (third) knight sacrifice. Main A: 12...Sc6 Main B: 12...Rxb7 13.d8S+!
second Phoenix 13.d8S+! second Phoenix in Main A 13...Sxd8 14.Sxd8+ Kf6
15.Sc6 Ra4 16.Kb2! Rc4 17.SaS draw

After a good introduction with quiet moves (2.Sd2! 3.b4!) we see an exciting
play involving two Phoenix S-promotions. The fact that the promotions occur on
the same square (author) seems more coincidental to me than a great achievement.
I like better the fact that the two wSs both disappear before the first one is reborn.
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Special Prize E1414 Arpad Rusz 1.Rh1! Thematic try: 1.Ral? Rd4+ 2.Ke3
Rxc4 3.Ra5!? c5! 4. Kd3 Rd4+ 5.Ke3 RdS! wins. The c-pawn is protected from
d5. The white rook is on the wrong side of the pawn; 1.Ke3? Rd6! 2.Rh1 Re6+!
3.Kd4 Kf7! 4 Rh7+ Kg6 5.Rc7 f5 6.Kc5 f4 7.Rxc6 Rxc6+ 8.Kxc6 f3 9.Kb7 12
10.c5 f1Q wins 1...Rd4+ 2.Ke3! Rxc4 3.Rh5!! 3.Rh7? {5 4.Kf3 Kd8 5.Rf7 Rc5
6.Ke3!? (6.Kf4 RdS5 7.Rxf5 Rxf5+ 8.Kxf5 Kc7 9.Ke4 Kb6 10.Kd4 Kb5 11.Kc3
Kc5 wins) 6...Rd5 7.Kf4 Kc8! White is in zugzwang! (7...Rd7? 8. Rxf5 Re7 9.Re5
Rxe5 10.Kxe5 Kc7 11.Kd4 Kb6 12.Kc4 draws) 8.Kg5 Rd7! 9.Rxf5 Kc7 10.Kf4
Re7 wins 3...Ke7 Following 3...c5 4.Kd3 Rd4+ 5.Ke3 draw 4.Kd3! Recl Or
4..Ra4 5.Rc5 Kd6 6.Rf5 Ke6 7.Rc5 draw 5.Kd2! Rfl 6.Ke2! Rf4 7.Ke3! Rc4
8.Kd3 Rf4 9.Ke3 Rf1 10.Ke2 Recl 11.Kd2 Re4 12.Kd3 draw

This is a new positional draw — in two directions — in a rook ending with the
bR in front of the pawns. No anticipations found. The introduction is short and
fine with a thematic try.

1st Honourable Mention E1408 Vladislav Tarasyuk 1.Sc7! 1.Sc5?7 Qg8+!
2.Ka4 (or 2.c4 Qxc4+! 3.Kad4 Qb5+ 4.Kb3 Qc4+ draws) 2...Qe8+ 3.Kb3 Qg8+
with perpetual check; 1.Ral+? Kxal 2.d3 Bxd3! 3.cxd3 Qxe6+ draws 1...Qxc7
2.Ral+! Try: 2.d3? Bc4+! (2..Bxd3? 3.Ral+! Kxal 4.cxd3 — see main line)
3.dxc4 Qg3+ 4.Bc3 Qb8+ 5.Bb4 Qg3+ draw 2..Kxal 3.d3 Bxd3! 3...Bc4+
4.dxc4 Qg3+ 5.Bc3+ wins 4.cxd3 Qcl S5.Bc3+ Kbl 6.Rd2! Qc2+! 6...Qhl
7.Rb2+ Kcl 8.Bd2+ Kd1 9.Rb1+ wins 7.Kb4! Qcl 8.Rb2+ Qxb2+ 9.Bxb2 wins.

This is a spectacular study with many sacrifices starting from scratch. The
position on move 6 is new.

Martin Minski 2nd Honourable Mention E1397 Martin
2 HM The Problemist Minski 1.Rg3! 1.Rg5? g1Q (1...Rb&+? 2.Kxb8
2024 Bc7+ 3.Kxc7 glQ 4.Rh3+ Rxh3 5.Rxgl Rg3
6.Rh1+ Kg7 7.Sh5+ wins) 2.Rh3+ Rxh3 3.Rxgl
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Rg3! 4.Rxg3 Rb&+! 5.Kxb8 Bc7+! 6.Kxc7 stalemate! 1...Rb8+! 1...g1Q 2.Rh5+
Rxh5 3.Rxgl Rb8+ 4.Kxb8 Rg5 5.Rxg5 wins 2.Kxb8 Bc7+! 3.Kc8! 3.Kxc7? g1Q
4.Rh5+ Rxh5 5.Rxgl Rg5! 6.Rxg5 stalemate! 3..Bxg3 3...g1Q 4.Rh5+ Rxh5

5.Rxgl Bg3 6.Sxh5 draws 4.Rg5 Rcl+ 5.Kd7
5.Kd8? Bc7 draws S5..Re7+ 6.Kd8 Rg7 7.Rh5+
Rh7 8.Rxh7#

Refusal of capture to prevent a stalemate defence,
the same position pattern (with bRg7) is then used
W|n for a mate combination .

3rd Honourable Mention E1400 Jan Timman 1.d5! 1.c4+? Kxc4 2.d5 Kxd5
draws; 1.c3? Bxc3+ 2.Kdl b3 draws 1...Be3+ 1...BxdS 2.c4+! Kxc4 3.Bg8 wins
2.Kf1! 2.Kd1? Bxd5 3.Bb2 Bxb2 4.c4+ Kb6 5.cxd5 Kxa7 draws 2...Bxd5 3.Bb2!!
Bxb2 4.c4+! Kb6 Main: 4...Kxc4 5.Bg8! wins; Main: 4...bxc3 ep. 5.Bc2! Kb6
6.h7 wins 5.cxd5 Kxa7 6.Bc2! wins.

There are several examples of studies with a battle of bBs against the
promotion of two wPs on the two edges of the board. Partly anticipated by Rinck
(#01126) but the present study has another feature (blocking the diagonal after en-
passant capture).

4th Honourable Mention E1402 Amatzia Avni 1.Kd4 Kf3 2.Rfl1+ Kg2
2...Ke2 3.Rf7! draw 3.Rel Kf3 4.Rf1+! 4 Rxe3+? Kf2 is Neidze zugzwang end
position (Kh6/Kd5 1968) 4..Kg2 4..Ke2 5.Rf7! Kd2 6.Rxd7 e2 7.Ra7 elQ
8.Ra2+ Kdl 9.Ral+ Ke2 10.Rxel+ draws 5.Rel Kf2 6.Rxe3! Reciprocal
zugzwang with Black to move. 6...d6 7.Rel!! Kxel 8.KdS Ke2 8...Rh6 9.d4 Ke2
10.e5 dxe5 11.dxe5 draws 9.Kxd6 Rh6+ 10.Kd7 Kxd3 11.e5 Ke4 12.e6 draw

Spectacular move 7.Rel!! however, as there is no other sensible move, this
somewhat diminishes the surprise. The move itself is anticipated (Neidze #52899
was indicated, but closer is Hlinka & Kekely #04082). The zugzwang position
occurs in Panaiotov 2024! (not in HHDBVI, EG#26268) i.e. probably later, and
that study does not have 7.Rel!!
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1st Special Honourable Mention E1422 Yehuda Hoch Significantly
improving on a joint cooked study by Herbstman & Mitrofanov (Shakhmaty v
SSSR 1979). 1.S4¢6+ Ke8 2.Rel+ Kf7 2... Kf8 3.Sd7+ Kf7 (3...Kg8 4.Re8+ Kh7
5.518+ Kg8 6.Sg6+) 4.Re7+ Kgb6 5.Sce5+ Kf5 (5...Kh7 6.Sf6# pin mate) 6.Rf7+
Kg5 7.h4+ Kxh4 8.Sg6+ wins 3.Se5+ Kg8 3...Kf6 4. Rfl1+ Kg5 5.Sf7+ wins 4.Sg6
Qh7 4..Sc7+ 5.Ke5 Qh7 6.Kf5 h4 7.Re7 h5 8.Rxc7 wins 5.Re8+ 5.Sc6? Sc7+
6.Kd4 Kf7 7.Sce7 Se8 8.h4 St6 9.Rb1 Qxg6 10.Sxgb Kxgb draws S5...Kf7 6.Rf8+!
Kxg6 7.h4! Sc7+ 8.Ke5! Se6! 9.Kxe6 Qh8! 10.Sd7! Kh7 11.Kf7 11.Ke7 Qx{8+
12.5xf8+ Kg8 13.Sg6 Kh7 14.Kf7 stalemate 11...g5 12.Sf6+ Qxf6+ 13.Kxf6
wins. This indeed is a significant improvement, but especially on another study
than quoted: Herbstman & Katsnelson 1975 (#46611). There are some recent
studies by Zhukov (not in HHdbVI) with the same matrix, but there the bQ plays
to h7 (a7) capturing a pawn.

2nd Special Honourable Mention E1428 Amos Gilboa & Yochanan Afek
1.c6! bxc6 2.Kc5! g2 3.Rd1! Logical try: 3.Rel? f5! 4.Rdl f4! zugzwang with
White to play! 5.Rd3? g1Q+! 3...f5! 3..£2 4. Rd3! 4.Rel! 4 4..f2 5.Re3 S.Rd1!
zugzwang with Black to play! 5...f2 6.Rd3! g1Q (no check!) 7.Ra3+! bxa3 8.b3#.
The well-known but pretty mate combination is enriched by a subtle try around
zugzwang. The foreplan 4.Rel! makes this a logical study.

3rd Special Honourable Mention E1423 Javier
Rodriguez Ibrin 1.Bg2+ Kc¢7 2.Rd7+ Kb8 3.Rb7+ Javier Rodriguez lbran
Ka8 4.Rxb6+ Thematic try: 4.Rc7+? Kb8 5.Rxc8+ 3 Sp HM The Problemist
Kxc8 6.¢7 Bxe7 7.fxg7 c1Q+ 8.Kxcl Bxg5+ 9.Kc2 2024

BfS+ 10.Kdl Bgd+ 11.Kel Bh4+ 12.Kd2 BgS+
13.Kd3 Bf5+ 14.Ke2 Bgd+ 15.Kf2 Bh4+ 16.Ke3 %;// /Iﬁ

Bg5+ 17.Ke4 Be6 18.Bh3 Bxh3 19.g8Q+ Bd8 ‘/:t?@//ﬁ@t”

20.Qxg6 Bd7 draws 4..Ka7 5.Rb7+ Ka8 6.Rc7+ e %%/ )

2nd thematic try: 6.Rxb5+? Ka7 7.Rb7+ Ka8 8.Rc7+ %} %% %% 7@

Kb8 9.Rxc8+ Kxc8 10.e7 Bxe7 11.fxg7 ¢1Q+ 12.Kxcl Bxgs5+ 13.Kc2 Bf5+ Vi, /;/Q.//
14.Kdl Bgd+ 15.Kel Bhd+ 16.Kd2 Bg5+ 17.Kd3 Be6! 18.Bh3 Bxh3 19.g8Q+ o 7.

Bds8 20.Qxg6 Bfl+! 21.Kc2 Bb5 EGTB 7 positional draw 6...Kb8 7.Rxc8+ Kxc8 ssks B B
8.e7 Bxe7 9.fxg7 c1Q+ 10.Kxcl Bxg5+ 11.Kc2 Bf5+ 12.Kd1 Bgd+ 13.Kel 7, 7,97

Bh4+ 14.Kd2 Bg5+ 15.Kd3 Bf5+ 16.Ke2 Bg4+ 17.Kf2 Bh4+ 18.Ke3! 18.Kgl?
Be6 19.Bh3 Bxh3 20.g8Q+ Bd8 21.Qxg6 is TB draw 18...Bg5+ 19.Ke4! Be6

20.Bh3! Bxh3 21.g8Q+ Bd8 22.Qxg6 wins as the b5 square is unattainable by the bishop.

A logical study with a complex fortress finish. In the thematic try 4.Rc7+, the move ..

.Be6 leading to the

same fortress can be played much earlier (e.g. 9...Be6 10.Bh3 Bxh3 11.g8Q+ Bd8 12.Qxg6 Bd7. So all the
black checks are wasting time! The checks in the main line are reminiscent of Kaiev (#77318).

1st Commendation E1398 Michael Pasman 1.Kd2! Sd3! 1...Rbl 2.Rxe5+

Michael Pasman
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Ka4 (2...Ka6 3.Re7 Sb3+ 4.Kd3! (4.Kxc2 Rxb2+) 4...Rd1+ 5.Kxc2 wins) 3.Red4+
Ka$5 4.Re5+ Ka6 5.Re7 Sb3+ 6.Kd3 Sd4 7.Bxd4 Rd1+ 8.Kxc2 Rxd4 9.Sc8! alS+
10.Kbl Rdl+ 11.Ka2 wins; 1..Sb3+ 2.Kxc2 Rcl+ 3.Kxb3 alQ 4.Sc4+ Kb5
5.Sa3+ Ka5 6.Rxe5+ Ka6 7.Re7 wins 2.S¢4+ 2.Kxc2? Rel+ 3.Kxd3 alQ 4.Sc4+
Kb5 5.Rxe5+ Kc6 draws; 2.Kxd3? c¢1Q 3.Sc4+ Kb5! 4.Bxcl Rxcl 5.Rxe5+ Kc6
draws 2...Ka4! 3.Kxd3 Kb3 3...Rd1+ 4.Kxc2 alQ 5.Ra6+ Kb5 6.Rxal Rxal
7.Sxe5 wins; 3...c1Q 4.Bxcl Rxcl 5.Ra6+ Kb3 6.Ra3# 4.Re7! e4+ 4..Rdl1+

» 5.8d2+ Rxd2+ 6.Bxd2 c1S+ 7.Bxcl e4+ 8.Rxe4 as
'y main 5.Rxed Rd1+ 6.5d2+ Rxd2+ 6. Kxb2 7.Rb4-+
11 Ka3 8.Kxc2 Rxd2+ 9.Bxd2 alQ 10.Bcl+ wins
E A Y / 7.Bxd2 c1S+! 8.Bxcl a5 9.Rad!! 9.Re6? alQ
Win 10.Rb6+ Ka2; 9.Re5? alQ 10.Rb5+ Ka4! 9...Kxa4

10.Kc4 alS! 11.Be3! Sc2 11...Sb3 12.Kd5! Kb5
(12...Sal 13.c4) 13.c4+ Kab6 14.c5 a4 15.c6 wins 12.b3+ 12.Bg5 Se3+! 13.Bxe3
stalemate 12...Ka3 13.Bb6! Sal! 14.Bc5+! Kb2 15.b4 a4 16.bS wins. For the
move 7.Ra4! and similar play thereafter (including S-promotion) see Zhukov
(#01127). The preceding intro has a S-phoenix promotion, but also many captures.

2nd Commendation E1404 Yehuda Hoch (after E.Hufendiek) 1.Rxg6!
1.Kxf6? f1Q+ 2.Ke7 g2 3.Rxg6 Qbl! draws 1...Rf5 1...Rxg6 2.f8Q g2 (2...Rg8
3.Qxg8 f1Q 4.Qxg3+ wins) 3.Kd8+ Ka4 4.7 Rd6+ 5.Kc7 Rd7+ 6.Kxd7 f1Q
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Yehuda Hoch
after E.Hufendiek
2 C The Problemist 2024
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7.Qa8+ Kb4 8.Qed+ wins 2.Rxg3+ Ka4 3.Rg4+ 3.Rg5? f1Q 4.Rxf5 Qxf5 5.f8Q Qc5+ 6.Ke8 Qco6+ 7.Kf7 Qf3+
draws 3...Ka3 3..Kb5 (a5) Main 4.Rg5! f1Q 5.f8Q Cross-pin to win. 4.Rg5! Rf4 4...f1Q 5.Rxf5 Qxf5 6.f8Q
wins; 4...Rf6 5.Kxf6 f1Q+ 6.Kg7 Qal+ 7.Kg8 wins; 4...Rf3 5.Rg3 f1Q 6.f8Q (or 6.Rxf3+ Qxf3 7.f8Q) 5.Rg3+

Ka4 6.Rg4 f1Q 7.£8Q An echo cross-pin to win. 7.Rxf4+? Qxf4 8.f8Q Qc7+ draws.

The solution is simple. The indicated Hufendiek has the same cross pin, but it
does not have the other two echo cross pins, but Havel (#70155) does!

3rd Commendation E1413 John Nunn 1.Kf3! 1.Kf2? Bd2 (or 1...b4) 2.Rxd2
cxd2 3.Ke2 Ke5 4.Kxd2 Kd4 wins; 1.Kf1? b4 2.Rf2+ Ke5! 3.Ke2 Kd4 4.Kd1 Be3
5.Rh2 b3 wins; 1.Rc2? Bd2 2.Kf2 b4 3.Rxd2 b3! 4. Ke3 b2 5.Rd1 ¢2 is the win
from John’s 1983 study 1...Bd2 1...b4 2.Ke4 b3 3.Kd3 draws 2.Rf2! 2.Rxd2?
cxd2 3.Ke2 Ke5 4.Kxd2 Kd4 wins 2...KeS 2...b4 3.Ke4+ Ke6 4.Kd3 draws 3.Ke2
Kd4 4.Rg2! 4 Kd1? Kc4 5.Kc2 b4 wins 4...Bf4 4.. Kc4 5.Rg4+! Kb3 6.Kd3! b4
7.Rc4! Ka3 8.Kc2! b3+ 9.Kbl draw 5.Kd1 Kd3 6.Rf2! Be3 7.Rd2+! Kc4 8.Re2!
Kd3 8...Bd2 9.Kc2 b4 10.Re4+ draws 9.Rd2+ draw by repetition.

Based on his own win study (Nunn #37651), but the relation only lies in the try
1.Rc2? The ambush 2.Rf2! explains why 1.Kf3 was necessary (unfortunately
1.Kf27? is not a dual-free try). Curiously, no anticipations were located.

4th Commendation E1421 Beat Neuenschwander 1.Kd5! 1.a6? Sc4+ 2.Kd5
Sb6+ draws 1...Sa4 1..Sd3 2.Kc4 Sf4 (2...Se5+ 3.Kb5 Sd7 4.a6) 3.Sd4! Sg6
4.Sf5+! (not 4.a6? Se5+! (4...Se7? 5.5f5+) 5.Kb5 Kxd4 6.a7 €3 7.a8Q e2 draws)
4..Kf4 5.a6 Se5+ 6.Kb5 Kxf5 7.a7 e3 8.a8Q €2 9.Qhl wins; 1...f5 2.a6 14 3.a7
Sa4 4.Kc6 See main line 2.Kc6 f5 3.26 4 4.a7 Sb6! 5.Kxb6 {3 6.Sa5!! 6.a8Q? 2
7.Qf8 f1Q 8.Qxfl stalemate!; 6.Sd2? Kxd2 7.a8Q 12 8.Qd5+ Ke2 9.Qxed+ Kfl
draws; 6.a8R? f2 7.Ral Kf4! 8.Kc5 e3 9.Sd4 Kg3 10.Kc4 Kg2 draws 6...12
7.Sc4+ Kd3 7...Ke2 8.a8Q f1Q 9.Qa2+ wins 8.a8Q f1Q 9.Qa3+ Kd4 10.Qb2+
Kd3 11.Se5+ Ke3 12.Sg4+ wins.

The surprise is 6.Sa5! (to check on c4) instead of promotion which ends in
stalemate, and is original. After 8...f1Q the win is not so obvious, and White has
to regroup the pieces (9.Qa3+; 11.Se5+).

S5th Commendation E1399 Volodymyr Samilo 1.Re2+ 1.h7? f5+! 2.Kg5 fxe4
3.h8Q Be7+ 4.Kg4 £5# 1...Kf1 1...Sf2+ 2. Rxf2+ Kxf2 3.h7 5+ 4.Kh3! Be7 5.h8Q
g5 6.Qh4+! gxh4 stalemate! 2.h7 Kxe2 3.h8Q f5+ 4.Kh4! 4 Kh3? Kf3! 5.Qxf8
Sf4+ 6.Kh4 g5+ 7.Kxg5 Se6+ wins 4...Be7+ 5.Kh3! 5.Kg3? f4+ 6.Kh3 Sf2+
7.Kg2 13+ 8.Kg3 g5 9.Qe8 Sed+ 10.Kh3 g4+ 11.Kxgd Sfo+ wins 5...Kf3 6.Qh5+!
gxhS stalemate! Two nice echo stalemates following a Q-sac, but very simple.

6th Commendation E1405 Jan Timman 1.Qh7!
1.a8S+? Qxa8 2.Qf5 Qg2+ 3.Ke3 Qgl+ 4.Kxf4
Sg2+ 5.Kg5 Se3+ 6.Kf6 Sxf5 7.f8Q Qd4+ draw
1...Qxh7 1...Qd4+ 2.Kfl wins 2.a8S+! Kd7 3.f8S+!
Kc8 4.Sxh7 Sed3+! 5.exd3 Sxd3+ 6.Ke2 or 6.Ke3
6...Sxb2 7.Kxd2 Sa4! 8.Sc4! Kb7 9.Kc2 Kxa8
10.Kb3 Sb6 11.Sxb6+ Kb7 12.Sc4! wins.

Q-sac, two S-promotions, counterplay by Black,
and a nice catch of the bS in order to reach a
winning Troitzky ending.

Jan Timman
6 C The Problemist 2024

Special Commendation E1412 Beat
Neuenschwander All 16 pawns are still present.
1.Bg6 f5+ 2.KeS! 2.Kd3? h5 3.h4 Rh6 4.g4 Rxgb
5.g5 Ke8! (5...e5? 6.fxe5 Re6 7.f4) 6.Kc2 Kd8
7.Kb3 Kc8 8.Ka4 Kb7 9.Kb5 e5 10.fxe5 Re6 11.f4 Re8 12.Ka4 Ra8+ 13.Kb3 Kc6
14.Bcl Ra5 15.Bxa3 b5 wins 2...h5 3.h4 Rh6 4.g4!! Rxg6 5.g5 Kf7 6.Bcl!
Logical try: 6.Be3? Rf6 7.Bxc5 bxc5 8.£3 Kgb6 White is in zugzwang! 9.gxt6
gxfo#; 6.£37 Rf6 7.Be3 Kgb6 8.Bf2 Rf8 9.Bxc5 Rc8 wins 6...Rf6 7.Be3! As
7.Bxa3? Kg6 8.Bcl Rf8 wins 7...Kg6 8.Bxc5!! 8.£3? is met by 8...Rf8 9.Bxc5 Rc8
wins 8...bxcS 9.f3 Now Black is in zugzwang! 9...Kf7 10.g6+ with stalemate!

Logical study with zugzwang for curious midboard stalemate.

John Nunn
3 C The Problemist 2024
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Special Commendation E1420 Bogusz Piliczewski 1.f8Q Bf7+! 2.Kb2!
2.Qxf7? f1Q 3.Qxf1 stalemate! 2...f1Q 3.Qh6+! 3.Qd6+? Ke2! (3...Qd3? 4.Qf4+
Kel 5.Qf2+ Kd1 6.Se3+ Qxe3 7.Qxe3 wins) 4.Qa6+ Be4!! (4..Kel? 5.Qa5+ Ke2
6.Qb5+ Kel 7.Qb4+ Ke2 8.Qed+ Kd2 9.Qe3+ Kdl 10.S£2+ Qxf2+ 11.Qxf2 wins)
5.Qxc4+ Kd2 6.Qxfl1 stalemate; Logical try: 3.Qb4+? Kd3 4.Qb5+ Bc4 the white
queen stands on b5, compared to the solution, thus after 5.Qd7+ Ke4 6.Qe7+ Kf4
draws 3...Kd3 3...Kel 4.Qcl+ Ke2 5.Qe3+ Kdl 6.Sf2+ wins 4.Qa6+ Bc4 5.Qd6+
Bd5! The fourth sacrifice 5...Ke4 6.Qe5+ Kd3 7.Qe3#; 5..Ke2 6.Qe5+ Kd2
7.Qe3+ Kd1 8.Sf2+ wins 6.Qxd5+ Ke2 7.Kc2! wins 7.Qe4+? Kd2 8.Qe3+ Kdl
9.Sf2+ Qxf2+ 10.Qxf2 stalemate!

The final position is well-known, e.g. Khotyashev (#33169). There are three
nice B-sacs (unguarded guards) to play for stalemate (1...Bf7+; 3.Qd6+? -
4...Bc4; 5...Bd5). No anticipation found for the combination of these B-sacs.

Special Commendation E1433 David Gurgenidze 1.Sf7+! 1.Rxh7+? Rxh7
2.Qxg2 Bxe5+ 3.fxe5 alQ 4.Qxg8+ Kxg8 5.e8Q+ Kg7 6.Qf7+ Kh6 7.Qf6+ KhS5
draws; 1.Qxg2? Bxe5+ 2.fxe5 Rxg2 3.Rh1 Rb2+ 4.Kc7 Rbl 5.Rxh7+ Kxh7 6.e8Q
alQ 7.Qh5+ Kg7 8.Qg5+ Kh7 9.Qh5+ Kg7 10.Qg5+ draw 1..Bxf7 1..Rxf7
2.exf7 Qa8+ 3.Kxa8 alQ+ 4.Kb7 wins 2.exf7 Qa8+! 3.Kxa8 alQ+ 4.KbS8!
4 Kb7? Rxf7 5.Rxh7+ Rxh7 6.Qxh7+ Kxh7 7.e8Q draw 4...Be5+ 5.fxe5 Qxe5+
6.Kc8! Qxe7 7.Rxh7+! Rxh7 8.Qe5+! Qxe5 9.f8Q#

Correction of his own study (#26059) from this magazine (1994).

Special Commendation E1432 Piotr Murdzia & Bogusz Piliczewski 1.Qb2!
1.Qc2? e2! 2.Kg2 Bf2 3.Bxe2 Sd4 4.h7 Se6 5.h8Q+ S8 6.Bxa6 Bxa6 7.Bc5 Bxc5
8.Qxc5 Sc6 wins; 1.Qxel? Sb4! 2.Qd1 e2! wins; 1.Qxg3? Bf2+! 2.Kg2 Qfl+!
3.Kxfl Ba6+ 4.Kg2 Bfl+! 5.Kxfl Sa6 6.Qg2 0-0-0 7.Bg4 (7.Be2 Sab4 8.Qxe4
Kb8 9.Qc4 Sd4 10.Qxf7 Rb7 11.Qc4 Sbc6 12.BcS Se6 13.Bd3 Sxg5 14.Bxgb e4
15.Bxe4 Sxed 16.Qxe4 Rb5 wins) 7..Kb8 8.Qxe4 Sab4 9.Qc4 e4 10.Bxb4
(10.Qxe4? Rb7 11.Be2 Bg3 12.Bc4 Bxd6 13.Bxf7 Rb5 14.Qxe3 Rf5+ 15.Kg2 Bf4
16.Qb6+ Kc8 17.Bxb4 Sxb4 18.h7 Rxg5+ wins) 10..axb4 11.Bxd7 Raxd7
12.Qxc6 Rxd6 13.Qb5+ Kc7 14.Qc5+ Kd7 wins 1...Bf2+ 1...e2? 2.Kg2! Bd2
3.Qxd2 Qb6 4.Qxe2 Sb4 5.Qd2!; 1..Sd4 2.h7 Sf3+ 3.Bxf3 Bf2+ 4.Kg2 exf3+
5.Kh3! Qf1+ 6.Kg4 Qc4+ 7.Kh3 Qfl+ 2.Kg2 Qf1+! 3.Kxfl Ba6+ 4.Kg2! 4.Be2?
Bxe2+ 5.Qxe2 Sa6 wins 4...Bf1+! 5.Kxfl Sa6 6.Qb8+!! Rxb8 7.h7 Rb1+ 8.Bc1!
Rxcl+ 9.Kg2 Rgl+ 10.Kh3 Rhl+ 11.Kg4 Rxh5 11..gxh5+ 12.Kf5 Sd4+
13.Kxe5 Sf3+ 14.Kf4! Rh4+ 15.Kf5 Sd4+ 16.Ke5 Sc6+ 17.Kf5 Sd4+ 18.KeS
Sf3+ 19.Kf5 12.h8(Q+! Rxh8 stalemate!

Grotesque study. (Counter) sacrifices for stalemate; 6.Qb8+ prevents castling
(if 6...Saxb8 7.h7 wins). It is curious that the final stalemate position has a
“castling” pattern with Ke8/Rh8.

Harold van der Heijden, FIDE judge for endgame studies, July 2025

[Claims (only about soundness, anticipation or possible publication elsewhere) should be sent to the column
editor Yochanan Afek (afekchess@gmail.com) within three months.]
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