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You might have received this issue of EG a little later than usual. The reason for this is that a
new treasurer was elected in the ARVES meeting of 5 October.
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45th WCCC and FIDE PCCC
Portoroz (Slovenia) 31 viii-7ix2002

The reader will have to sort out which items in this report are PCCC (FIDE Permanent
Commission for Chess Composition) and which are WCCC (World Congress of Chess
Composition) matters. Not that the distinction mattered to the over 200 participants.
After eight eventful years as president (and many more as delegate and vice-president)
Bedrich Formanek (Slovakia) was no longer eligible for re-election. During his term
of office membership rose healthily from 31 to 38 countries, though recurrent
absences were worrying. Developments in computers and on the studies front (ie the
Guidelines for organisers of formal international tourneys, and the Study of the Year
innovation) he counted among his strongest memories. The new president, elected for
four years, is John Rice (GB) who has appointed Paul Valois as secretary. Both are
linguists. The three elected vice-presidents: Hannu Harkola (Finland), Uri Avner
(Israel), Kjell Widlert (Sweden).
The results of the (first) World Championship in Composing for Individuals - WCCI
1998-2000 - were not only announced, but were distributed in booklet form, just one
among a number of achievements by Marko Klasinc (Slovenia) who acted as host and
organiser (leading a great team of helpers) throughout the entire week. The WCCI was
for published material, the competing composers (56 in the studies section) being
allowed no more than six submissions, the best four of which would count. In the
outcome Gurgenidze pipped Kralin to the studies post by a single point, Visokosov by
a bare further half-point, and Pervakov just another half-point behind him. Wow!
The Open Solving was won by Murdzia (Poland), the 26th WCSC by Germany, the
Individual by Murdzia again ('Solvenia' suited him), and an exciting Solving Show by
Dragoun (Czech Republic), Murdzia this time being eliminated (by the young outsider
Si vie) in the first round.
No composing titles were awarded. Harold van der Heijden now has the title of
International Judge (endgames).
Production of the 1995-7 FIDE Album is fairly well advanced, though with one
section still in an uncertain state delay in publication cannot be ruled out. In the
current Album, covering 1998-2000, studies section director Harold van der Heijden
has offered to supply the judges with images (on CD) of all entries. Due to ill health
Virgil Nestorescu has withdrawn from the judging and has been replaced by Gady
Costeff (USA and Israel).
There were no quick composing tourneys for studies.
The offer to hold a meeting in Truskavets (Ukraine) in 2003 was withdrawn, so next
year's will be held in Moscow from 26th July - in the Ukraina'Hotel. No invitations
for 2004 were heard.
Nine of the PCCC's ten standing sub-committees functioned. Here is a hotch-potch. A
timetable for WCCT.7 was established, and guidelines for judges awarding points
from 0 to 4 were promulgated. Comments to WCCT.7 submissions awarded 2.5 points
or more by any judge will be requested. Proposals for WCSC events included a fairy
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round and re-scheduling to put studies into day 1, but no decision was taken. For the
first time, solving norms were allowed for, a non-PIDE, ie national, solving event, but
with a cautionary note: adequate monitoring calls not only for the organisers to report
the results to Klasinc's 'working party' but to copy the set compositions as well, so the
task will never be straightforward. The computer sub-committee is still beavering
away at an all-embracing (ie to include fairy types) set of standards for position and
solution presentation.
Relations with 'big' FIDE were discussed, it being agreed that closer contacts would
become more important. There was no detail.
There is more information posted on the internet.
Turning to more personal matters, AJR can report: giving a mini-lecture using classic
material supplied by British problemist David Shire; being photographed with other
survivors (Newman Guttman, Zvonimir Hernitz and Zdravko Maslar) from the 1958
Congress at Piran (situated just a mile or so along the, coast); receiving this year's
'Finlandia' prize (made during a WCCC to a significant contributor to the composing
scene who is not primarily a composer); stumbling on the dark and slippery narrow
roller-coaster ridge-path in the subterranean and vertiginous Wagnerian vistas out of
'Lord of the Rings' called the Skocjan caves; and discovering, after mishearing 'White
Christmas series' as 'Rice Crispies cereal', that at least one of his ears could do with a
syringe.

Informal report of studies sub-committee (2002)
Two meetings were held, to discuss one topic, proposed by Israel, namely the
published award in the sixth WCCT. Critical attacks had appeared in Suomen
Tehtdvdniekat, The Problemist, and the Ukrainian Year Book ('Letopis') for 2001.
Neither the judge (Kalandadze of Georgia) nor the overall organiser (Hemmo Axt,
Germany) was able to be present, so it was decided not to discuss specifics in detail
but to concentrate on listing headings that would provide useful guidelines to
organisers of similar events in the future.
However, some detail did emerge: an extenuating circumstance for a strong
anticipation being overlooked in the WCCT.6 award was that no objection submitted
through the team captains drew attention to it; in a second instance the clear self-
anticipation was in an unsound version, and the Codex specifically states that an
unsound composition is not to be considered an anticipation; in a third case the
thematicity was in dispute because the set theme of 'loss or win of a tempo' was
unclear with respect to interpeting 'win' of a tempo.
There was general agreement that the WCCT.6 award was unsatisfactory ~
disagreement was confined to the degree of unsatisfactoriness. Even the judge was
reported as stating that his award would have been different had he been in possession
of all the facts. However, the main factor affecting the quality of his award was
something else — the severe shortage of time: all 73 studies were judged in the period
of not more than two months preceding the Pula PCCC in 2000. The reasons for this
haste were severe practical communication difficulties — in particular, packages not
arriving (Vazha Neidze was the Georgian team captain), failure to know or discover
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the judge's postal address, and not knowing whether a package sent had been received.
However, it seems that Pula 2000 was not an imposed ultimatum deadline but rather a
practical way to guarantee safe handover. (E-mail seems not to have been attempted
by either party. See EG 142 pp401-403, noting that the words 'who had function' on
p403 should read 'who had no function'.)
The sub-committee's list of potential risk factors:

- assured efficient inter-communication
- access to past publications and sources (eg the van der Heijden 2000 CD)
- suspicion of national bias
- the status of unsound anticipations
- the special case of an unsound study made sound by the stripping of one or

more moves from the start of the solution (this device is not available to a problemist)
- the special case of an unsound 'win' being sound as a 'draw'
- the proper evaluation of an alleged partial anticipation
- the availability of computer-assistance in analysing/testing
- access to *C* oracle databases for 4-, 5- and 6-man endgames
- differences of opinion in the interpretation of a set theme

the overriding requirement that the judge should explicitly justify each
major placing.

Svetovni
kongres

problemskega
saha

RESORT&CONFERENCE CENTER

45th WCCC
31. 8. - 7. 9. 2002

Portoroz
Slovenia
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SPOTLIGHT
editor: Jurgen Fleck

This time Spotlight's contributors were Ilham Aliyev (Azerbaijan), John Beasley
(England), Marco Campioli (Italy), Axel Ornstein (Sweden), Alain Pallier (France)
and Michael Roxlau (Germany).

132.11249, D.Gurgenidze, V.Kalandadze. The finale is marred by duals in both
lines: After 1... Kc2 White can draw by 8.Ka3, while 1... b5+ can simply be met by
8.Rxb5. This was discovered by Axel Ornstein, who then sat down and produced a
sound setting with an additional stalemate (see 145.13216). For more details see the
latest issue of the British Endgame Study News.
140.11827, D.Gurgenidze. According to Ilham Aliyev this was jointly composed with
Araz Almammedov.
142.11951, An.Kuznetsov, E.Kolesnikov. Pauli Perkonoja claimed a cook by 3... Rb8
(see EG 142 page 414), but Axel Ornstein gives 4.Sf6 Kg5 5.Se8 Bc6 6.Bd7 Bxd7
7.Kxd7 Rb7+ 8.Sc7 Rb8 9.Ke7 and wins.
142.12025, A.Visokosov. Axel Ornstein came up with the fascinating idea 2.Kxg7 c2
3.Rxc2 Kxc2 4.Sxd4+ Rxd4 5.f7 glQ 6.Be7 Rf4 7.Bf6 which finally leads to a draw
with f-pawn versus queen. However, 6... Re4 7.f8Q (7.Bf6 Qa7 8.Kg8 Qa8+) Qa7
could spoil the idea.
145.13147, H. van der Heijden. Some readers claimed a dual by 4.Kbl, but to me it
just looks like a waste of time after 4... Kc5 5.Ka2, which leads back to the solution.
145.13148, V.Kalandadze. The solution should read 16.Ke8 (instead of 16.Re8).
145.13150, M.RoxIau. The try 4.a7? blQ 5.Rxg7+ Qb7 6.Rxbl Qh5+ 7.Kg3 Qg5+
8.fxg5 stalemate (else perpetual check) is missing.
145.13151, V.Neidze. A reader wondered how White draws after 1... Kg2. If now
2.Rgl+? Kxgl then after both 3.Rg6+ Rg2 and 3.Rdl+ Rel the stalemate is relieved.
Correct is 2.Rg6+ Kh3 3.Rd3+ Kh2 4.Rh3+ Kxh3 5.Rg3+ with a draw.
145.13165, A.Popov. Axel Ornstein points out that the final position is not without
interest if Black continues the fight with 11... Kd4. Now the natural 12.Kd2? Ke4
13.Ke2 Kd4 14.Bgl+ Ke4 leads to a position of reciprocal zugzwang, where White
has no way to proceed: 15.Kf2 (15x3 Kf4 draw) Kd4 16.Kel + Ke5 (certainly not 16...
Ke4? 17.Ke2) 17x3 Kf4 18.Kf2 Ke4 19.Ke2 Kf4 with a draw. The right way is
12.Bgl+ Ke5 13.Kel (another reciprocal zugzwang) Kd5 (or 13... Kf5 14.Kf2 Ke4
15.Ke2, which leads to the main line) 14.Kd2 (still another reciprocal zugzwang) Ke4
15.Ke2 (the central reciprocal zugzwang) Kf4 16.Bh2+ Ke4 17x3 and wins. An
exceedingly difficult line. It is amazing, how much play the innocent looking initial
position conceals.
145.13168, S.Tkachenko. No solution: Black draws by 1... e4, e.g. 2.Rxc5 Bd4; or
2.Kb6 c4; or 2.Rf7 Bd4; or 2.Rd5 e3 3.Rxc5 Bd4; or 2.Rf2 Be5+ 3.Kb6 e3. The black
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king is already in the right coloured corner, and as soon as the bishop comes to his
defence Black is completely safe.
145.13173, A.Roslyakov, L.Serebryakov. No solution: in the line 1... bSxc4 Black
wins by 6... Kf2. This position is famous for its deceptiveness: legions of strong
'grandmasters (not to mention study composers) have considered it as dead drawn and
consequently blundered heavily in tournament play. However, the win has been
pointed out by Horwitz as early as 1885 and can be found in any decent book on the
endgame.
145.13174, D.Gurgenidze. Not only is this heavily anticipated by Herbstman («64»
1934, not Gurvich, as quoted in the notes!) and Matous (EG 119.10112), there is also a
cook by 4... Kd3 5.Rxel Sac3+ 6.Kb2 Rb8+ 7.Kcl Sa2+ 8.Kdl Sbc3+ 9.Bxc3 Rbl
mate.
145.13175, M.Gogberashvili. Unsound. How does Black win after 2.Sf5?
145.13180, O.Rabinovich. No solution: 1... Kb4 2.h4 d5 3.Kxd5 c5 draws. A sound
and more economic expression of this idea is A.Wotawa, Deutsche Schachzeitung
1954, c6a4 0000.12 h2c7d5 3/2+, l.Kc5 d4 2.Kc4 d3 3.Kc3 and wins.
145.13182, V.Kalyagin, B.OIympiev. White cannot hope to survive with his
miserably placed knight. A particularly simple win for Black is 1... Bc7.
145.13183, B.Sidorov. Is the final position really won for White? Michael Roxlau
continues with 8... Sfl 9.g8Q g3 IO.QI18+ Kg2 ll.Ke2 Kgl, which looks like an
unassailable fortress.
145.13188, Z.Libis. This just repeats the play of a very famous Mitrofanov (1st prize
Rustaveli-MT, EG 9.383). See EG 23.1216 for another shameless paraphrase of this
study by the two judges of the Rustaveli-MT.
145.13205, N.Mironenko. Some readers have claimed a draw by 2... Sc3.
145.13216, A.Ornstein. The first line should read 2... Rc5 (not Rc8). See also the
remarks to 132.11249.
145.T53 p619, A. van Tets. A dual: 4.Sg4+ Kxh3 5.Sf2+ wins.
145.T62 p621, A. van Tets. The line 1... g6 is significantly shortened by 2.Sf3 g5
3.Sf2 mate.

On 13ix2002 Aleksandr P.Kazantsev died in Moscow, just days after his 96th
birthday. A composer of spectacular studies in perfect harmony with his science
fiction writings, he was in at the start of the FIDE PCCC and present at Piran in 1958,
but never President. A revered legend has left us.
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Zadachy i etyudy 1999

This informal international
tourney was judged by
Yochanan Afek (Israel).
The award was published
in Zadachy i etyudy no.26

No 13219 Gh.Umnov
1 st prize Zadachy i etyudy

1999

r My mr i !

m m Wk
m • •

flg8 0340.21 4/4 Win
No 13219 Gherman
Umnov (Podolsk). I.d7
Rf3+/i 2.Kel Rf8 3.e6/ii
Bc8 4.d8Q R*d8 5.e7
Rdl+ 6.Kf2/iii Rd2 7.Ke3
Re2+/iv 8.Kxe2 Bg4+
9.Ke3 Bh5 10.Kf4 g5+
ll.Kxg5 Bf7 12.Kf6/v
Bh5 13.Bc4+ Kh7 14.Bf7
wins.
i)Rhl+2.Ke2Bf3+3.Ke3
Rel+ 4.Kd4 Rdl+ 5.Bd3
Be2 6.d8Q+ Kf7 7.e6+
wins.
ii) 3.Bc4+? Kh7 4.e6 Bc6
5.e7Rfl+draw.
iii) 6.Kxdl? Bg4+ 7.Kd2
Bh5 8.Ke3 g5 draw,
iv) Rd3+ 8.Kxd3 Bf5+
9.Ke3 Bg6 10.Kf4 Kh8
ll.Kg5 Bf7 12.Bc6 Kh7

13.Be4+ g6 14.Bc6 Kg7
15.Bb5Kh7 16.Kf6wins.
v) 12.Bc4? Kg7 13.Bd5
Bg6 draw.
"The tourney's most
original entry, with play
that is both precise and
dynamic, esp. the point
4.d8Q!! and the play by
bR."

No 13220 Ya.Petrishin
2nd prize Zadachy i etyudy

1999

g6g2 0423.12 5/5 Win
No 13220 Ya.Petrishin ().
l.Rxh2+ Kg3/i 2.Be6 Sg4
3.Bxg4 Rd5+ (Kg4;Rd2)
4.Rh4/ii, with:

- Kxh4 5.Be6 Rd3
6.Bf2+ Rg3 7.Kf5 g5

•8.Ke4(Ke5) g4 9.Kf4
wins, or

- Rd3 5.Bg5 Rd6+
6.Kh5 g6+ 7.Kh6 Rd4
8.Rh3+ Kxg4 9.Rh4+
wins.
i) Kxh2 2.Bf4+ Kg2
3.Bxe5 Sg4 4.Bd4 wins,
ii) 4.Rh5? Rd3. 4.Be6?
Rd6 5.Kf5 g6, but, in this,
not 4...Re5? 5.Rh3 Kg2
6.Bc8 Re8 7.Bf5 Re5
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8.Bf4 Rf5 9.Rg3 wins.
"The R-grab device is well
known, but 4.Rh4!! is
nevertheless a great idea,
with striking play by both
sides."

No 13221 N.Kralin
1 st honourable mention

Zadachy i etyudy 1999

a5a7 0086.20 5/5 Draw
No 13221 Nikolai Kralin
(Moscow). l.Bc5+. Kb7/i
2.Ba6+/ii Kc7 3.Bb6+/iii
Kd7 4.Bxd4 Sc6+ 5.Kb5
Sxd4+ 6.Kc5 Sc6 7.e6+
(Bb5? Bf3;) Kc7 8.Kxd5
Sb4+ 9.Kc4 Sxa6 10.e7
(Kb5? Kb7;) Kd7 ll.e8Q+
Kxe8 12.Kb5 Sc7+
13.Kc6, and since Black
no longer has the move
Se8, he loses a piece.
Draw.
i)Ka8 2.Bxd4 Sc6+ 3.Kb5
Sxd4+ 4.Kc5 Sxe2 5.Kxd5
Kb7 616 Sf4+ 7.Ke4 Sg6
8.e6 Kc8 9.Kf5 Sh4+
10.Kg5 Sf3+ ll.Kg6
draw.
ii) 2.Bxd4? Sc6+ 3.Kb5
Sxd4+ 4.Kc5 Sxe2 wins,
iii) Again not 3.Bxd4?



Sc6+ 4.Kb5 Sxd4+ 5.Kc5
Sc6 6.Kxd5 Sb4+ 7.Ke6
Sxa6 8.Kf7 Kd8 9.e6 Sc7
wins.
"Subtle minor piece play
by means of which Black
wriggles to maintain his
material plus - but with no
winning chances."

No 13222 G.Amiryan
2nd honourable mention
Zadachy i etyudy 1999

r v y / v

e7c5 0107.12 4/5 Draw
No 13222 Camlet
Amiryan (Armenia).
l.Sc2/i Sxe5/ii 2.Sxal/iii
b2 3.Rxc3+, with:

- Kd4 4.Rcl bxclQ
5.Sb3+ draw, or

- Kd5 4.Sb3 Sg6+
5.Kd7 Sf8+ 6.Ke7 Sg6+
7.Kd7 Se5+ 8.Ke7 blQ
9.Rc5+ Ke4 10.Sd2+
draw.
i) l.Sa6+? Kc4 2.Ra4+
Kb5 3.Rxg4 c2 4.Sc7+
Ka5 wins.
ii) Kc4 2.Ra4+ Kb 5
3.Rxal b2 4.Rel draw,
iii) 2.Ra5+? Kb6 3.Rxal
bxc2 4.Rcl Sc6+ 5.Kd6
Sb4 wins.

"Pleasing and imaginative,
forestalling promotion."

No 13223 P.Arestov
3rd honourable mention
Zadachy i etyudy 1999

No 13224 V.Vlasenko
1 st commendation Zadachy

i etyudy 1999

e4e2 0110.55 8/6 Win
No 13223 Pavel Arestov
(Moscow region). l.Re3+
Kf2/i 2.Bd8 g5/ii 3.Bxg5
glQ 4.Bh4+ g3 5.Bxg3+
Kg2 6.Rel f5+ 7.Kd3/iii
KG 8.c4 Qg2 9.Re3 mate,
i) Kdl 2.c4. Kfl 2x4
gxh3 3.KG.
ii) Black plays for
stalemate.
iii) 7.Kxf5? Kxh3 8.Rxgl
stalemate.
"Anti-stalemate play
climaxes in checkmate due
to the self-block as a
consequence of zugzwang.
OK, but Costeff has shown
this in a lighter setting (1st
prize, Israel 1986 'ring'
tourney)."

c7a6 0311.12 4/4 Win
No 13224 V.Vlasenko
(Kharkov). I.b5+ Ka7
2.b6+ Ka8 3.Bd5/i h4
4.Sd3 h3 5.Sc5 h2 6.Sxb7
Rc8+ 7.Kd6 Kb8 8.Sc5
Rd8+9.Kc6 Rxd5 10.Sa6+
Kc8 Il.b7+wins.
i)3.Be4? instead of 3.Bd5!
would lead, in the main
line, to 6...Rc8 7.Kd6 Rc4
8.Bd5 Rd4, after which a
bQ will make her presence
felt.
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No 13225 B.Sidorov
2nd commendation Zadachy

ietyudyl999

r r

a4a7 0107.41 7/4 Draw
No 13225 Boris Sidorov
(Apsheronsk). l.Sg4 Se4
2.Rli3 Sd5 3.Rh7+ Kb8
4.Rli8+ Kb7 5.Rh7+ Sc7
6.Rh3 Sd5 7.Rh7+ Kc8
8.RI18+ Kc7 9.Rh7+ Kd6
IO.RI16+ (Rd7? Ke6;) Kc7
(Ke7;Rxb6) ll.Rh7+
(Rc6+? Kb7;) Kd8
12.Rh8+ (Rd7+? Kc8;)
Ke7 13.Rh7+ Kf8
14.Rli8+ Kg7 15.Rh7+
Kxli7 16.Sf6+ draws, Kh8
17.Sxd5, not 17.Sxe4?
Kg7zz.

Uralsky Problemist 2001

The award of this informal
international tourney was
published in Uralsky
Problemist 31(3/2002)
It was judged by
D.Gurgenidze (Georgia)
Report: "The entries were
chiefly of the same
medium quality. Those
awarded prizes do not
stand out from the

honourable mentions.
Tourneys where nothing is
prominent are difficult to
judge."

No 13226 H. van der
Heijden

1 st prize Uralsky Problemist
2001

i§m • m m• • •« .
• • m. m.

I •
I • h

I • I
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f7h6 0033.21 3/4 Draw
No 13226 Harold van der
Heijden (Netherlands).
l.g8Q?Bd5+2.Kf8 Sg6+.
So: L.g8S+ Kg5 2.Kg7

Bg6 3.Sh6 Sg2 4.f7 Sf4
5.f8S Sh5+ 6.KI18 Kxli6
7.Sxh7 Sf4 8.Sf6, with:

- Kg5 9.Sh7+ Kh6
10.Sf6, or

- Bf7 9.Sg8+ Kg6
10.Se7+Kf6 H.Sg8+Kg6
12.Se7+ Kh6 13.Sg8+
positional draw.
"A miniature with two S-
promotions - and excellent
technique."

No 13227 V.Kovalenko
2nd prize Uralsky Problemist

2001

g2h6 0040.42 6/4 Win
No 13227 Vitaly
Kovalenko (Maritime
Province, Russian
Federation). I.g5+ Kh5
2.Kh3 Be7 3.Bh7 Bd8
4.Bg8,with:

- Ba5 5.Bf7+ g6 6.Be6
Bel 7.Bg4mate, or

- Kg6 5.Kg4 Bxg5
(Ba5;h5 mate) 6.Bh7+
(hxg5? stalemate) Kxh7
7.Kxg5 Kg8 8.Kg6 Kf8
9.Kh7 Kf7 10.h5 Kf8
11. h6 g5/i 12.Kg6 g4
13.h7wins.
i) gxh6 12.Kxli6 Kf7
13.Kh7Kf6 14.Kg8wins.
"Opposite B's combining
mate and stalemate -
certainly impresses."
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